410 Eurly Closing Bill.
ment he eould do so by substituting the
word “electors” for “ratepayers.” In or-
der that the Committee might dispose of
the matter it would he better not to
strike ont the whole clanse but to amend
it. An smendment could be made in the
proviso giving effect to what the mem-
ber desired.
Mr. DRAPER moved an amendmeni—
“That all the words from line 1 of
the clause to the word ‘accordingly’
line 11 be struck out and the following
inserted  in liew: — A poll of the
clectors on the Assembly roll im any
district may from time lo time be taken
under reyulations provided for the
purpose, asking that the days appointed
for the closing of shops (not befng
shops mentioned im Schedule I of the
principal Aty af 1 o'clock end 10
o'clock respectively, may be altered to
the days specified on the voting papers
recorded by such electors, whereupon
on such poll having been cownted the
days in each week for the closing of
such shops in such districts at 1 o’clock
and 10 o'clock respectively which have
obtained a magjority of the wvotes re-
corded shall be oltered by proclama-
tion.”

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.21 p.m.

Legislative Assembly,
Thursday, 26th November, 1'908.
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-have asked.

Timber trouble.

ELECTION RETURN—MENZIES.

The Clerk announced the return of
writ for the election of a member for
Menzies, showing that Mr. Henry
Gregory (Minister for Mines and Rail-
ways} had been duly elected.

The Hon, H, Gregory took (he oail
and subscribed the roll.

URGENCY MOTION—TIMBER
TROUBLE, MURCHISON.

Mr. HEITMANN (Cue) : I desire
My. Speaker to move the adjowrnment of
the House for the reasons that I have
given te you,

Mr. SPEAKER : I have received a
notice from the hon. member that he
desires to move the adjournment of the
House on a question of urgency, to eall
attention to the state of affairs existing
at Day Dawn in cotnection with the wood-
cufters’ sirike at Nallan,

Seven members having risen in their

places,
Mr. HEITMANN said : 1 feel sure
hon. members will recognise there is no

necessity for me to apologiseé to this
House for the step 1 am taking this after-
noon. At the present time 1 may say
the condition of affairs in the Cue distriet, .
ezpecially at Day Dawn, is deplorable, and
my objeet in bringing this matter before
the House, 18, if possible after discussion,
to arrive at some solution of the problem
which is facing the people of that district.
Afier all, members will find there is not
such a great difference hetween these men
who ave oul on strike and the Company
who have vefused up to the present time
to grant them the concessions that they
At the present time in the
district of Cue and parvtieularly at Day
Dawn a good deal of poverty is existing
as the result of the Great Fingal mine
closing down, because thevy have been
unable to obtain fuel. At this mine
only eight days ago, there were some 500
or 600 men employed. This number and
even nore have heen employed on this
mine during the last six or seven years.
Members will understand that a place
like Day Dawn contains more of a float-
ing population, hut at the same {lime
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there are many married people seftled
there, and members will understand that
those winers who have been working there
for a number of years, many of them
.on the surface, have received a wage of
only £3 5s. a week, and on this they have
kept a family. It will be recognised that
to these people even vne week's loss of
work will mean a great deal, It is a faet
that there are many men in this district
wlho have been receiving the wage of £3
5s. a week for surface work, and there
are some who have received this amount
for the last four or live years, and I feel
certain that bheing out of work for one
week, they will be obliged te ask for eredit
from iheir siorekeeper. When ane comes
4o constder the cost of living, and the fact
that only £3 3s. a week is given to married
men, the serionsness of the position will
be at once recognised ; and when we find
that 500 or 600 men have been thrown
out of work in a town with a population
of 2,000 people, most of whom exist on
the wages earned by these men, the dis-
organisation in the place will be under-
stood. It will be necessary for me to go
at some length into the caunse of the exist-
ing state of affairs. For the past 15 or
16 weeks there has heen trouble in the
firewood industry at Nallan. The wood
from Nallan has been supplied to the
Greal Fingal mine, which has heen prac-
tically the only consumer of this fivewood.
Several small mines are being supplied
but these are not affected to any
extent inasmuch as they can get wood
from around the distriet, I am not going
to blame any party.

Mr. JMonger + What about yourself ?

Mr. HEITMAXNNY : The hon. member
inferjects. “What about myself? T am
sorry he is bringing this element into the
debate again.  On a previous oceasion I
told him that I had endeavoured fo bring
about a settlement of this strike, and I
only wish the hon. member instead of
making insinuations, would fell me out-
side the Chamber, what he means, and I
would be prepared to deal with him.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order.

Mr. HETTMANN : I have explained
already to this Chamber my action as far
as the wood strike is concerned, but it will
be neeessary for me to detail that again.
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As 1 have said, for 15 or 16 weeks past
there has bheen a dislocation of business
generally in this distriet, and we are no
nearer seftlement lo-day, and it is with a
desire of bringing about a settlement, or
af all events have the question discusszed,
that I am submitiing the matter to this
Chamber, The cauges of the sirike are
these : the firewood company operaiing
in this distriet have paid prices for wood
whieh on evidence submitted 1o the Arbi-
tration Court, and which ean be verified
by anyone making an examination, can ke
seen to he lower Lhan have ever heen paid
before on the Murehison, a district where
the conditions are no hetter and in many
ways are worse than in other disiriets
whieli have been operated on previously,
and swhich have averaged the woodcutter
a better price for his labour. A case was
cited before the Avrbitration Court, this
court heing presided over by Warden
Troy. I will say ‘here that T am
prepared to take my share of the
blame in bringing ahout thes arbi-
tration  proceedings. T induced ihe
foreigners to allow the ecase to come
befare this court, and I would like to say
it took a great amount of inducement to
get these men to eonsent. I recognise
that when T did induce these men to eon-
sent to arbitration, there was a possibility
that if they did not get smne increase
there would be a chanee of them refusing
to accept any award that might be given.
Still 1 took the chance of hringing the
men before the court in ihe hope ihat
there would be a seftlement, and that the
men would be satisfied. I venturve to say
that had it been any other class of
workers, there would have been a settle-
ment long hefore this. TUnfortunately,
those concerned have not taken into con-
sideration the fact that these men are not
reasonable Britishers, but a class of
foreigners who cannot see eve to eve with
us in the methods and laws of this country.
Now, after the arbitration casge, the men
refused to necept the award, and there
the matter rested for a week or tvo.
Later on lhe manager of the ecompany,
Mpr. Sexton, with the ¢hairman of diree-
tors, visited Perth and on their refurn
after consulting the directors, it was
stated that they had offered 9s. 3d. a
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ton. A good deal of diseredit was
throawn on the workers for not aceepting
this, and at a later stage the workers
stated that they were prepaved to ae-
cept the 5s. 3d. When the offer was
made to the workers there were present
a representative of the Italians and Mr,
Barrymore, a solicitor, of Cne. The
Italtan asked Mr. Sexton for a few hours
in whieh to conszult the cutters, This was
refused, whereupon he asked for two
hourg in which to consult somme of the
leaders, But Mr. Sexton again refused,
withdrew all offers and broke off the
negotiations. 1 sincevely believe that
had the company treated these un-
fortunales  with  some  little  tolera-
tion at that ilme they would have
settled the dispute. TLater on an
was made by the company te pay the
men 12s. per day, and 1 must say that
I negotiated on hehalf of the men at that
time with a representative of the workers'
union.  On interviewing the men, I found
they were prepared to accept 12s. a day,
but were not prepared to have an alter-
native in the agreement to allow of the
employment of men at so mueh per ton,
They considered ‘that after fighting
against 5s. per ton for 10 or 12
weeks, if they allowed a  contin-
geney  eclonse i the agreewent it
would only be n matter of a short
tineg when the company would weed out
the 12s5. per day men and employ others
at 5s. per ton, thus bringing them baeck
to the old position that had obtained 10
or 12 weeks earlier. About the hime the
negotiations were being carried on for
the 12s. per day and the alternative pro-
posal, a eonference was arranged between
the cutters and carters and the firewood
company. The meeting was fixed for
11 o'elock, and although the men were
there at the time and prepared to confer,
a telephone message came to say that the
company had broken off negotiations and
dHd not intend to make any offer at all.
This was the seecond time a settlement
could have been brought about had the
company unsed a little commonsense in
their negotiations. The woodeuntters have
heen blamed for not aceepting the award
of the court, but this was a second oc-
easion where a seftlement could have
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been brought about had the ecompany so
desived. Only a fortnight ago an offer
was made to pay 95 a cord. The men
agreed to accept this with a certain
methad of finding the ineasurement in
tonnage of their wood. The workers had
to consult the men in the bush ; for they
were not in Lthe position of the company
with only one head. The men in the bush,
and especially these Italians, will not give
full power to any individual. They
want to know what is taking place. They
arve generally suspicions and it takes a
long time to get them to vepose eonfidence

in their leaders. The representatives
went  out into the bush and con-
sulted the men.  They had Theen

wiven a certain time to bring back a re-
ply, and after a good deal of diseussion
in the bush they returned, a little later
than the time appointed. They told the
company they were prepared to aceept
Os. a eord, but that there was a slight
difference of opinion as to the method of
arriving alb weights ond measurements.
It was only o little detail. T should have
said that previous to the men going into
the bush on the 9s. a cord proposal, they

had held o conference, at which the
matter of loading was not discussed.
When 1he representaiives of the men
came back from the bush it was
with a message that the workers re-
quired this matier to be diseussed
as  well.  The company vefused to

do this, and the men said, “Well, then,
we will forego all requests in conneclion
with the loading of Lhe timber.” They
asked the eompany to allow them to go
back into the hush and tell their fellows
what they had done and how matters
stood. They explained that they felt sure
they would get the cutters to agres to the
Os. per ton, and also to the method of
measuring as at first suggested. Just as
the men were ready {o go back into the
bush—and Mr. Watson, the distriet
secretary of the A.W.A., was one of

them—-a message arrived from the
company staling that as the men
had not returned at the proper time
all offers were withdrawn. Now, al-
though some blame may  rest with

the cutters for not having accepled the
award of the‘comrt, still as T have shown,
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the company on three oceasions have ne-
clected to seize epportunities of setiling
the dispute. Tt almost makes one wender
if they have any desire to settle it all.
1 would like to see this matter dis-
cussed in this Chamber with a view to as-
certaining if it is possible to bring abount
a seftlement. There is only a matter of
3d. per ton between the company and the
woodeutters, and T think- it is absolutely
the duty of this Chamber to take a band
in this affair, seeing that it has been go-
ing on for 16 weeks and that apparently
we are no nearer a settlement than when
the disagreement aroze. In support of
my eontention, oue has only to follow
the history of this company from the time

tenders were called by the Government

for the supply of firewond. The people
of Cue and Day Dawn asked several
times for a teawway line in order to
cheapen the cost of the wood, and M.
Baxter hecame the suceessful tenderer.
And one has only to look over the files
in the Mines Department to find that Mr.
Baxter obtained the concession, not with
a view of investing his money, but as a
pure speculation, THe had no idea from
the start of investing his own money.
His purpose was to use the eoncession as
a speculation. We find him later on dis-
posing of this property to a eompany.
That was the idea he had in his mind
when he first took up this matter. The
Government had provided the eompany
with all rails, sleepers, and fastenings,
and in faet all material. This is the
reason why I consider this House should
interfere in this matter; because the
people’s money has furnished the neces-
saries for the company to earry on its
operatidns. I notice that in the Auditor
General’s report some reference is made
to this. The Auditor General states—
“For the purpose of the agreement
the total cost of the material for the
line was assessed at, £18,904 plus the
loading of 5 per cent., making in all
£19849 4z, on which sum rent at the
rate of 10 per cent. per annum is pay-
able in guarterly instalments hy the
person or persons operating the line”
Then the Auditor General goes on to say
that although this was the amount of the
agreement, £949 8z 8d. has been paid by
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the Government in excess of this amount.
Thiz shows that the ecompany has had
very fair treatment by the Government,
and seeing that the money has been pro-
vided by the people themselves I take
it that it is the duty of this House to
step in and see if something can be done
to terminate the present state of affairs.

The Premier: Are you going to penal-
ise the eompany hecause the men will not
work 2

Mr. HEITMANN : If I thought the
company eould not afford to pay the de-.
mands of the workers at the present time
I certainly would not expect them to do.
50 ; but it is a well known Ffact that the
company took up this coneession when it
was obtained by Mr. Baxter, knowing full
well that the priee of cutting in the dis-
triet was from 5s. 3d. to 5s. 9d. per ton ;
and it was their duty to find out what
they .could afford to pay and not to at-
tempt to come in under the ruling price.
After all, what has this company to
penalise ¢ We hear of vested interests
in this matter. Here are the two sides :
this company making use of £20,000 of
the people’s money and patting a small
amounf of about £1,000 of their own into
it, and now there are vested interests
to the extent of a little more than
£1,600. On the other hand, we have 500
workers thrown out of work through this
strike, and a population of 2,000 people
at Day Dawn deprived of their liveli-
hood on account of the company not
giving the concession. They made the
offer, and they did not forget to let the
people know that they had made the
offer which would satisfy the men. If
they were prepared to make the offer of
ds. 3d. per ton at any time during this
dispute I take it they had considered the
matter folly and had arrived at the eon-
clusion that they could afford to pay it.
And it seems to me that if they counld
afford to pay it then they can afford te
pay it now. I consider that the interests
of 2,000 people should be put before the
interests of a company of about 10 indi-
viduals, spending on the whole about
£1,000. This is a very serious matter for
Day Dawn. During the last week, T am
told, some 200 people, who eould afford
to do so, have left Day Dawn. These are
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the single men. The unfortunate part
of the affair is that most of the married
people are unable to leave the distriet.
There are up there men who have made
little homes in the district and now find
that they ean neither dispose of their
property nor can they leave. I think
something should be done by this Cham-
ber, and I would suggest that in view of
the seriousness of the position; and seeing
that we have in the agreement between
the eompany and the Government a
elause which provides for the cancella-

tion of this contract, the Government -

shonld tell the company that if they are
not prepared to repeat the offer they
made a few weeeks ago and which there
can be no doubt they can afford to do,
then the Govermment should cancel their
contraet. This matter concerns the whole
of the people of Day Dawn at the present
time, and if it goes on muoch longer it will
have a very serious effect both for the
business people and for the workers. The
business people, I am told, have refused
credit. And what, T may ask, will this
mean to those unfortunate people who
are not possessed of suffieient capital to
pay for their goods as they get them. T
move the adjournment of the Hounse.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison} : I
second the motion.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
I nced hardly say that every member of
this Chamber regrets that there should
be any oceasion to move the adjournment
of the House on a matier of this kind.
While T rvecognise that it is a matter re-
quiring the attention of the Government
and of this Chamber, still T would have
heen much better pleased had the hon.
member given me notice of his motion.
If matters of this kind are brought on
every afternoon we do not know what the
state of the business paper is going
to he in the course of a week or two,
Tt the hon. meinber had given me notice
this afternoon T wounld have been able to
zet copies of the agreement, and so have
dealt with the matter to which he has re-
ferred more intelligenily than T shall be
able fo do now, not having the informa-
tion at my finger tips. The hon. member
has already outlined the ease, but T may
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say that when the trouble arose it was
determined by both parties to submit it
to arbitration. Both parties agreed to
the arbitrator, Warden Troy, and hoth
parties agreed to abide by his decision.
Warden Troy visited the scene of the dis-
turbanee in the bush and took exhaustive
evidence on the spot. The hon, member
who hag moved the motion represented the
men and put the faets from their side
before him. Then Warden Troy made
an award which-in hizs opinion was a
justifiable one, and all members of this
Chamber arve satisfied that a decision given
by Warden Troy would be an unbiassed
one.

Mr. Heitmanwn : Hear, hear !

The PREMIER : I believe Warden
Troy has the confidence of members as
being an impartial wan and one who
wonld only give judgment after the
gravest possible consideration, and with
a determination to do justice to hoth
parties. I believe an inerease was given
to one section, the carters, but Warden
Troy decided not to inerease the amount
to be paid to the cutters, namely, 5s. per
ton. Apparently, that award was aceept-
ahle to a certain section of the men em-
ployed, and those wen returned to work
and were prepared to work but were in-
timidated by the action of a section of
foreigners in ihat distriet. It is my
opinion that if these latter had not been
there the men would have returned to
work and the Great Fingal would have
heen working now. A reguest was sent
down by a certain section of the puhlic
at Day Dawn that T should make an
award on the evidence, and it was afier-
wards suggested that T should cancel
the permit of the timber company he-
cause the company were not supplying
firewood ; but I maintained that was a
most nnfair request in view of the fact
that both parties to the dispute had, prior
to the award being made, intimated that
they were prepared to abide by it, and I
replied that I felt T could not recommend
such a procedure in view of the fact that
most exhaustive evidenee had heen taken
by Warden Trov on the spot. and that it
was not the fault of the eompany that
they were not working.  Matters re-
mained in that condition for a certain
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tite ; and then I believe several con-
ferences took place in order to secure the
working of the wood line.  Only last
week it was thought that the trouble wounld
be ended. In reply to a request from
the warden that I should make a sugges-
tion to settle the diffienlty I suggested
that the ecompany should pay a certain
amount for day work, namely, 12s. a day
under certain conditions which were, I
believe, ncceptable to (he men, namely
that in the event of any men not being
able to earn their 12s. they could be dis-
charged, But the company stated there
were several men who were willing and
anxions to Teturn to work on piece-work
at 5s. per ton, and that they «id not con-
sider it fair thaf ihese men should he
foreed to work on day-work.  So really
the serilement of the whole dispute got
down to the guestion of employing seven
or e¢ight men on piece-work, or at 12s. a
day on day-work. I replied that it seemed
terrible that suel an important matter
ghould be hung up for such a trivial
difference, and I suggested in order to
meet the objection of the men whose idea
was thal if a certain number of men were
emploved on piece-work the day-work men
would be discharged and the whole of the
men would then be engaged on piece-
work at 5s. per ton, that they should
stipulate an agreement that not less than
75 per cent, of the men should be em-
ploved on dayv-work. However, during
the last few days I have received several
telegrams from Warden Troy in regard
to the matter. He is of opinion the mat-
ter will not he settled as quickly ag we
anticipated. I helieve a certain amount
of timber has been bronght in, but it has
been intimated that an attempt will be
made to stop the removal of any further
firewood. As it is absolutely necessary
for a certain amount of firewood to he
brought in daily to the Great Fingal,
something like G0 tons per day, in order
to keep the pumps going, some trainloads
must he brought in in order to supply the
mine with firewood? At the same
time it will be necessary to provide a cer-
tain amount of police protection in order
that the company’s men can bring in this
firewood without being molested and thus
keep the mine’s pumps going.
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Mr. Holman :
woorl helong 3

The PREMIER : That is a matier on
which Warden Troy is competent to give
an opinion, and he has been advised by
me that in taking action he is to satisfy
himself as to the ownership of the wood.
I helieve that the method of cutting at
Nallan s different from the procedure
adopted on .the Eastern Goldfieids where
the wood is paid for stacked on the line.
I understand that in this case the wood
is paid for when it iz delivered in ihe
trucks.

Mr. Heitmann : It is paid for after
going to the Great Fingal where it is
weighed, o

The PREMIER : Their contract is io
deliver in the trucks, whereas at Kurra-
wang and other places the eontraet is to
deliver at the siding. At Kurrawang
also the loaders may be different people
from the cutters, whereas at Nallan they
are the same persons.

Mr. Heitmann : The cutters have been
loading there.

The PREMIER : I am satisfied that
Warden Troy wiil look at the watter
from a cowmmonsense point of view and
that any action he takes will bhe npheld.
The only point ahout this is that a de-
cision having heen arrived at and the
award having bheen acecepted, in my
opinion a mistake was made by ever
entering inte any further conference.
The suggestion has heen made that the
wood should be paid for by measure
ment, The member for the distriet has
outlined that method, but T say it is
against the best interests of the forests
of that district that the wood should be
paid for by measurement, inasmuch as
up to some four or five years ago it was
the praetice to pay for all wood by the
cord, with the result that the wood was
bought in 5Et. lengths, and very often it
meant that some 3ft. or 4ft. of
wood was wasted in each tree. I sug-
gested when I was on the Forestry Com-
mission Some years ago that the timber
should be purchased by weight and in
different lengths so that the entters might
get the best out of the bush. The re-
sult was that something like 30 per
cent. more has been obtained per acre

To whom does the fire-
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by the adoption of the praciice
over the praetice of purchasing by
measurement, and I think it would
be a great mistake to purchase by mea-
surement instead of by weight. In regard
to the agreement entered into, the fact
that tenders were ealled on {wo occasioris
from persons preparved to deliver this
wood at a certain price is an indication
that there was not very much-in the con-
cession so far as the contract to supply
wood was concerned.

Mr. Heitmann: There was sufficient for
one man to make £400 or £500 ocut of it
without turning n hair.

The PREMIER: The information I
have is that there has been very little in-
deed made ont of it. As a matter of fact
it was agreed that the price to be charged
should he 13s. 6d. per ton; that, I believe,
was the lowest tender. It was stipulated
that the wood was to be supplied to

mines and other consumers generally, with'

the proviso that the company was not
obliged to supply to any customer who
might be in arrvears with payments. I
mention this to show that there was not
very muoeh eompetition to secure this
alleged concession. The fact that tenders
were advertised for over three months
without any better tenders being sent in,
is evidence that from a finaneial point of
view there was not very mueh in it. I
can only say that I regret as much as
the hon, member does that this stoppage
has oceurred. I was afraid that possibly
there was not that desire to see the mine
working that we should have liked, but
I have been assured to-day that provided
the firewood supplies ean be assured, the
stamps of the Great Fingal will be going
within a week of the firewood being snp-
plied. I ean only say that anything I
ean do to assist in bringing about a settle-
ment, provided it s fair and square and
abovehoard—I de not see why anybody
should be penalised through no fault of
his own—I am prepared to do. and I am
prepared te accept any suggestion the
hon. memher has to make in this econ-
neetion and give it every consideration.
Mr. BATH (Brown Hill) : T do not
think in a situation such as has been
brought ahout at Nallan there is much to
be gained by any recrimination as to what
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has taken place in the past from the be-
ginning of the dispate ;.but sinee there
has heen some blame attempled o be
thrown on the member for Cue by reason
of the failure of the wen to aceept the
award, I ean assure members thai if they
have personal experience of any attempt
to deal with the foreign elemeni on the
Nallan or any other wood line in this
State, they will find that it is an abso-
lute impossibility for one to adopt those
methods of reasoning or argument that
obtain among the ordinary British class
of workers to whieh we are -accustowed,
I had one experience on the Lakeside
wood line. When it was thought a satis-
factory settlement had been effected, 1
had to make an attempt to get a body of
men, mamly consisting of aliens, to go
to work; and I was thoronghly con-
vineed then that it is an impossible task
for anyone to act either as conciliator or
as arbitrator where a body of men like
the aliens working on these lines are
eoncerned. It is nobt that T want to
characterise them as being inferior in any
way but it is that they have no under-
standing whatever of the customs and
methods that obtain in Western Aus-
tralia. They fight their battles in their
own way, they are impulisive. and even if
a settlement were patehed up one week
their impulsive natures might preeipitate
a. crisis next week. No blame can be at-
tached to members on this side of the
House for the fact that these people are
in the State at all.

The Premier : Is blame attachable to
us-?

Mr. BATH : I am not going to put
the blame on the Government, but on the
right people. Some time ago, there was
a considerable influx of men coming here
not only for the firewood lines hut also
for the mines, and very strong objection
was taken by members on this stde
against the incursion of aliens. As
a matter of fact, it was because the
Italians could make absolutely sure that
on reaching Fremantle they wounld be im-
mediately sent hy train fo certain mincs
and other places where work would be
wiven them, while Britishers were hang-
ing about for weeks unable to get work,
that the incursion toock place. The rea-
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son why at that time these men were en-
couraged to come here was that those
who engaged them were of opinion they
would be doeile and humble and eould be
treaied in a way that probably the
British worker would not stand. . If
there has been an awakening and it is
found that the men are not so easily
dealt with and docile, any blame there is
must be atiached to those who encouraged
the Italians here. If we were looking
for a cause fo which le attribute this,
we can find it in the granting of eon-
cessions throughout Western Australia
for the supply of firewood. It is by this
means that thé difliculties have been
ereated.  Anyone wha studies the ques-
tion will he convinced of the insanity
shown by the Government in handing
over these Crown firewood areas, in pro-
viding the lessees with rails, fastenings
and all materizl—in some instances free
of interest—and in submitting to be
taken down repeatedly, as has been
proved. .

Tie Premier : No areas have been
handed over. There is power granted to
lay a tramway.

Mr. BATH: And yon hand over the
timber areas.

The Premier: And give a licence to
everyone who wants to cut.

Mr. BATH: Let us ask the memher
for Boulder (Mr. Collier) what sort of a
chance an ogutsider was given at Lake-
gide. That member knows how futile the
aciion of the Government was. The eon-
tractors squeezed the men out in a very
few months,

Mr. Hopkins: One or two
tried to stop that concession.
granted by the Labour Ministry,

Mr. BATH: No, it was refused by
the Labour Ministry, but was granted
immediately they went out of office.

Mr. Hopkins: We will get the papers
and see.

Mr. BATH: The position is this. The
Crown have areas of timher, there are
mines needing the firewood; but before
the fireweod can be supplied the Govern-
ment have fo give rails, fastenings and
terms—most favourahle terms.

The Premier: Do you call 10 per cent.
favourable terms?

members
It was

(15)
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Mr. BATH: The Government have
submiited io heing taken down, as has
been proved by the Auditor General’s re-
port, and all the concessions 1T have ve-
ferred to have been given by ihe (Nv-
ernment  in  order that the people’s
own firewood might be supplied 1o the
mines of the State. As a result
of thig ronndabout way of dealing with
the question we have difficulties wiih the
company, I am not going 1o say the
Government should step in and cancel
the agreement without the very fullest in-
vestigation; but the Government possess
rails, sleepers and fastenings, and there
i® no neeessity for them to hand them
over tn these people when they can utilise
them and exploii some other areas them-
selves with the objeet of supplying lire-
wond to the Great Fingal and other mines,
If the Government want to lay down these
lines speedily they ean employ the
men who are now out of work in the
district. TIf this were done the Govern-
ment would reap whatever advantage
there iz in the exploitafion of their own
firewood resources. As an alternative;
T think the facts that so many men ave
unemployed and that the town is para-
lysed owing to the trouble, is sulficieni ta
justify the Government in making for the
time heing a special concession for the
carriage of Collie coal to Day Dawn in
order Lo gee whether the mines eould not
be kept going by that wmeans. This of
course would not be a permanent con-
cession, but it is worth consideration
when we take into account that the men
now unemployed in the district are tax-
payers and thaf the revenue will suffer
by there heing so many unemploved and
through the town heing paralysed. 1f
there were a loss for the time beimg on
the carriage of coal it would be more
than compensated for hy the faei of the
mine being kept open, the people em-
ployed and the town in a normal busi-
ness state,

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison} : One
cannot but regret at any time the fact
that an industrial dispuie exists. Bni it
is a Fact that wherever concessions have
been granted in any centre in the State
there is now indusirial trouble. For in-
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stance there iz the Nallan difficulty
brought forward by the member for Cue,
we have had the trouble at Kuwrrawang,
and there has been trouble in the South-
WVWaest, where econcessions have been
granted to a timber company. It is with-
in the bounds of possibility, as the Pre-
mier knows, that there may he a very
serions question to deal with in the im-
mediate futwre with regard to the timber
workers, unless matters are fixed up. A
great deal has been said by the member
for York, who eriticised the member for
Cue (Mr. Heitmann) and myself but
I defy anyone to prove that I have ever
been the means of eausing an industrial

trouble.
Mr. Monger: 1 am very pleased to
hear that.

My, -HOLMAN: I have been connec-

ted with a good many industrial diffi-’

culties, but I have never gone inio one
for the purpose of causing trouble. In
all probability facts which will come out
in the near future will prove that I have
done more than any other man in this
House to aveid trouble. The sum of
nearly £21,000 has been practically given
to ibis firewood syndicate in order to
work the concession.

The Premier: How do yon make out
that it was given? We were given 10
per cent. and have a lien on the property.

Mr. HOLMAN: Let ws examine into
this 10 per cent. given to the Government.
They receive it for five years. They pay
four per cent. for the money, so that the
difference between that and the 10 per
cent. they obtain is 6 per cent. The Pre-
mier will find that at the end of, say four
years, he will be losing money on the
transaction. If the place is ent out or the
work stopped the Government will have
to take up the rails, and the sleepers and
fastenings will be useless. The rails
themselves will be then only second hang,
and the result will be that instead of the
Government making a profit of 10 per
cent., they will be really losing as much
as 30 per cent. upon the amount origin-
ally eranted. It 15 a very bad business
deal, but is merely characteristie of some
which have been made in the same quarter
since the present Government took office.
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The quarter to which I refer is the Mines
Depavtment, where the deal was made.
It is one of the worst deals conceivable.
1t would have been far better at the outset
if the Government had adopted the course
which has now been recommended to them
to take up. Even now the Premier might
save the situation. There are men willing
to work the line and pay from 3s. 6d. to
5s. 9d. per load for cutting wood. The
Government have full control over the
rails and fastenings, and if the persons
holding the concession will not work the
line the Government should take it over.
It has been said—I am not saying this
authentically, but I have received infor-
mation from what should be a reliable
source—that Mr. Baxter, who seeured the
concession, made £500 or £600 without
spending one penny or doing anything.
If that is so it is a disgrace to the Gov-
ernment, for no man should be allowed
to make so large a sum as that on a deal
of this character. Tt is a case of taking
away money for nothing. The other
syndicate then came in and paid the £500
or £600 and they wanted to bleed the
men who had to do the work in order to
get a return of that snm. Had the Gov-
ernment taken conirol at the outset they
would have been oul of pockel just as
much as they are now; but they would
have had the additional advantage of
getting a fair return for the use of the
line. The wood traffic up there i1s a
large and profitable one owing to the
scareity of fuel, and the returns on the
railway for the carriage of wood are
probabily greater than those for the carri-
age of any other product over the North-
ern line. The Government should tgke
away the rails, sleepers and fastenings
from the company, who hold the conces-
sion merely for the purpose of squeezing
those men, as was stated and proved when
the arbitration took place. When that
case was being heard it was proved that
the managers absolutely robbed the men
of the wood they had eut. Y know that
men have been robbed in other places
than in this particular district, owing to
their receiving less weight than they
should have done.

The Premier: How counld they receive
less? YWoold their timber not go over
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the weighing machine at, say, the Fingal
minef

Mr. HOLMAN : It does sometimes. The
men are foreigners and do not know ex-
actly how ihe wood is weighed. They do
not understand the way-bills, but all they
know is that after working like slaves
for three or four weeks they earn at the
rate of about 30s. a week, There is
something radically wrong in this con-
neetion and it is that which has eaused
the trouble now existing.

The Premier: Do the consumers deal
direct with the cutter or with a sub-
contractor?

Mr. HOLMAN: T do not know exaclly
how they deal. ) '

Mr. Heitmann: They deal 1 hoth
ways. The company have robbed the men.

Mr. HOLMAN: I have received letters
from that part of the State in answer to
those I have written trying to settle the
trouble, and I learn from them that that
is the reason why the TItalians feel so
bitter. The present trouble shows that
the arguments I used seven years ago,
in the first speech 1 made on becoming
a member of Parliament, on this question
of the influx of Ttalians and other aliens
were quite right. 1 explained them how
these men were being brought into the
country. Subsequently Mr. Commissioner
Roe was appointed to go into the ques-
tion. I made a sworn statement to him,
putting the position exactly as it was, and
it has since heen proved that all I said
was correct. The decisions arrived at by
the Commissioner and published in the re-
port have not been borne out by the pres-
ent position of affairs. On the other
hand the position I brought forward has
heen proved to be right. It is to be re-
gretted that these foreigners have been
decoyed here simply because those who
brought them thought they had a servile
race with whom to deal and whom they
could rob. Now, however, the worm has
turned, and it is found that a homet’s
nest has been brought about the ears of
those who introduced the foreigmers. T
hope if anything serious happens the
people responsible for bringing these men
bere will be the ones to suffer. Unfor-
tunately it is not they who suffer, how-
ever, for it is the husiness people and
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workers who have to bear the brunt of it.
What broughi aboeut the cessation of the
trouble at Kurrawang? It was the ae-
tion of the unionists who banded together
and were men enough to earry on.

The Premier: You must give a little
eredit to the police.

Mr. IOLMAN: Yes, and I hope the
Premier will send the police foree to com-
pel other employers to keep agreements
that have been broken since 1907. If ihere
15 trouble caused in Western Australia,
it will not be the fault of those men who
have suffered during the last 18 months
and have not had justice dealt out to
them, T would sugwest to the Premier
that he should taKeé some steps to reduce
the freight on firewood along the line
from down near Mullewa. There is an
ample supply of firewood in those parts,
and there is a Government railway there,
and I would suggest that the freight
should be reduced along that line which
would mean that contractors wouid come
forward to supply wood to the Fingal
and other mines at reasonable rates, I
did ask when Minister of Railways what
the cost of carrying this timber would
be, but I, have not the figures at present;
I fancy they are in the Railway Depart-
ment. YWhat concerns us most at (he
present time is how best to bring about
a settlement of the present diffieulty.
QGreat distress is being caused at Day
Dawn by the closing down of the Fingal
mine, and hundreds more people will be
in distress unless the matter is settled
very soon. I would suggest in the first
place that the agreement and all papers
in conneetion with the granting of this
eoncession at Nallan be placed on the
Table of the House. This wounld give us
a greater insight into the condition of
affairs, and show us how the concession
was granted. I have no desire to say
anything that may cause trouble in any
direction, but if I knew exactly what the
agreement was I would speak as forcibly
as I wonld be ahle to do. If the Gov-
ernment are lax in not compelling the
company to eaxry ont the terms of the
agreement, the House should take the
maiter into their hands and compel the
company to do so. or insist on the line
reverting to the Government. Something
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has been said about the award given by
Warden Troy. I have the greatest re-
speet for Warden Troy, and 1 do not
think there is another man in Western
Australia who could give a more con-
scientious verdiet than that gentleman;
but 1 think there may be some ground

for the stand taken by those men.
Even Warden Troy—according to a

letter T received to-day, and from which
I gathered these facts—admits that hav-
ing seen the struggle those men have put
up, it may have been possible he did
them some little injustice by not giving
them enongh. He at the present time
recognises that the contractors could
give the increase that is asked for by the
men. If that is so, it should strengthen
the hands of the Govermment and be the
means of compelling them to see that the
agreenient as signed by both parties is
carried out. Mr. Allen is at the present
time willing to pay a fair rental for the
Iine, and he is willing to give increased
rates. If he ean do that, surely the
other parties should he able to do so.
I sincerely trust that the matter will he
settled 1 the near futnre, but the ques-
tion of bringing this timber in may
result in some serious complications. The
men who have ceased work have cut a
lot of wood for which they have not been
patd, and if T saw them endeavouring to
secure the wood which was theirs, I would
be prepared to stand up and protect them.
If the company attempied to remove this
wond which belongs to the men, I would
Jjustify their action.

The Premier: Did they not get an ad-
vanee on it?

Mr. Heitmamt: Some of them have.

Mr. HOLMAN : I believe that someone
has a lien over some of the wood, but if
any of those men own it and they have
not been paid for it, they are quite justi-
fied in elaiming it until they receive pay-
ment for it. T hope and trust that those
men will have justice on their side, and
ihat they will receive the same protection
ag the people on the other side. I hope
the’ police who may be sent there will not
he the means of causing trouble, or will
not be the means of intimidating those
meir, or prevent them from protecting
what is their property. We know for-
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eigners are inclined fo act vather more
promptly than Britishers, and perhaps
in a different dirvection. I hope now that
the Premier understands the position, that
the wood belongs to the men, and not hav-
g been paid for it, these men will be
protected. I would like to see the trouble
ended, and 1 feel convineed that had this
State been better protected when this
concession was granted, we would not
have heen placed in the position we find
ourselves in at the present time. There
seems to be a tendency to grant every
concession that is asked for. If a con-
cession lnter comes along, he receives
everv cqnsideration.  In this case the
coneession hunter ecame along; he got the
concesgion from the Mines Departient
and sold it, without doing a day's work,
for £300 or £600. 1f this is the way
business is earried on, it does not reflect
credit on those responsible. The trouble
is solely due to those who have been
granting concessions in the manner that
they have heen given in the past.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret):
I do not think I ean give the Premier any
advice as to what aftitude the Govern-
ment should take up on this oceasion,
but if there be anyone in the House cap-
able of advising the Premier on this
point, it should be the Treasurer, who,
I believe, advanced this money to this
company with the object of enabling them
to purchase rails and fastenings. My
authority for saying so is the Auditor
General’s report of this year. In this
he questions the legitimacy of the trans-
action. He points ont there was some
difficulty in the way, and the Treasurer
smoothed it over by desiring that the
loan shomld be treated in a eertain way.
The Auditor General anyhow questioned
the transaetion, and he also pointed ount
in his report, and in a letter to the de-
partment that it was a bad speeulation.
He pointed out that the security the Gov-
ernment held for their money was merely
rails and fastenings, and at the end of
five years if it were nof a paying pro-
position, they would not have anything
excepting these rails and fastenings with
depreciation added, and they would be
of practieally no value. Anvhow, he de-
clared it a bad speculation which did not
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meet with his approval. If we bad the
agreement before us we might be ahle o
form some idea how we should get ont
of the difficulty. If this bne has been
laid down at the Government expense as
I am led to believe, and if the ngreement
has been drawn up as it should have been
drawn up to safeguard and protect the
people of this State, the Government
would then be in a position to step in
and take charge of the line, and then
remove the ecompany. That would then
remove the seat of the trouble. That is
ihe pesition, but I suppose these con-
cession hunters, aptly deseribed as such
by the member for Murchison, have safe-
ruarded themselves in the agreement, so
that the Government would have no
power to siep in.  The Government should
have known fuli well before this agree-
ment was made, that it was necessary for
them to protect the State against this
class of people, because they have been
for many vears causing trouble with their
emplovees, not only trouble which affected
fhemselves and their employees, but
trouble which affected the mining indus-
try and the Staie as a whole. We have
had trouble for years with the Kurrawang
Company. T remember about nine years
ago trouble with that company which
practically shut down mines on the East-
ern Goldfields. We have repeatedly had
trouble with them. and we have had
trouble with the Kalgoorlie and Boulder
Firewood Company, and now we are
having trouhle with this last company, a
trouble whieh has tied up the whole of
the mining industry in that portion of
the State represented hy thé member for
Cue. And the exeuse given by the Govern-
ment for putting their hands in the Trea-
sury and handing out the wherewithal to
purchase rails and fastenings was that
it was desired to carry on the mining in-
dustry., and to give that portion of the
State that necessary assistance that it
desired, in order that it might take its
place among the gold-producing belts of
Western Australia, But has it done s0?
We have spent the money, and we find we
have placed the industry in a worse posi-
tion to-dav. than it has been for years.
I am reminded by the memher for Cune
that this is the wcost fime these gold-
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ineeption; and who have been the cause?
Why, these people to whom-the Govern-
ment lent £20,000. 1 am also informed
that they held only £1,000 of their own
capital af the time. If that is what we
call wise administration; if that is the
far-seeing commercial knowledge of the
Treasury bench, we can do with less of it.
But T have an idea that it is not the far-
seeing that is required by the Treasury
beneh in the intevests of the Siate, but it
is far seeing n the interests of other
people,  We cannol help thinking that
when we lind that the Government have
placed people with the States’ money in
a pogifion. that they ean tie up the whole
induslry in that area. It js appalling to
think of; fo think that a Government,
that hun, genllemen oecupying the Trea-
sury bench, would take the people’s money
out of the Treasury and give it to a eom-
pany without sufficiently safeguarding the
country, and without seeing to it that this
company cannot paralyse the whole of the
industries in any portion of the State.
And now it seems the Clovermment are
helpless to step inand protect the people.
We are told by the member for Cue, who
has vecently been on the spot and who has
done a great deal to remnove this trouble
for weeks and weeks past; we learn from
him thal there have been hardships im-
posed on people who are uot in any way
responsible for the trouble. Women and
children are suffering, people are thrown
out of employment, business people do
hot know which way to turn to meet their
monthly aceounts.  And all this through
a compaiy which has heen horn, nursed,
suekled, and eradled at the State’s ex-
pense. I say it is an appalling position.
Ii is time the country woke up to these
facts“and commeneed to question the wis-
dom of keeping in power a Government
who are doing things of this nature. We
had a spectacle a few evenings ago when
the member for York (Mr. Monger)
made a direct attack on members of this
{Opposition) side of the House, and es-
pecially on the hen. members for Cue and
for Murchison, charging them that they
had been moving about in this area in a
surrepittious manner to get the peopte to
strike. And he accused the memher for
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Cue (Mr. Heitmann) with being respon-
sible for throwing 50Q or 600 workmen
out of employment, and for having their
wives and families practically starv-
ing. He made these stafements in
this House without the slightest grounds
for so doing; and he pointed out that
if the utterances of hon. members on this
side of the House were listened to they
would bring disaster—that nothing but
disaster ecould follow in the train of the
utterances of hon. members on this side
of the House if people were sufficiently
foolish to heed them. I want to com-
pare the advice given by members on this
side of the House with the action
of the Government in connection with
these industrial disputes ever since they
have oceupied their positions in this
House. I want to compare that advice
_ with the attitude of the Government
in “these disputes, and I want to
compare the actions of hon. members on
this side of the Houvse with the actions
of the Government in using the people's
money for the purpose of placing a small
seetion of the community in a positicn
to paralyse the industries of the country.
I say the member for York had no justi-
fieation whatever for making the state-
ments he did. They are not borne out by
facts. He cannot bring any argument to
justify the statements he made that the
TLabowr party in Parliament or out of
Parliament go through the State trying
to canse ferment and create trounble and
disaster. It is the duty of the leaders of
the Labour movement in this Stafe and
in the Commonwealth as a whole to keep
the rank and file from creating trouble.
That is the chief difficulty the leaders of
the movement have to meet at every turn.
If they put forward conciligiory
ideas there is always a chance of their
being misinterpreted, and I say it is sel-
dom, if ever, that the leaders of the La-
bour movement have been the canse of
any of these instances of frietion which
we have had in the past. We find that
when the employers and employees are at
daggers drawn it is the leaders of the
Labour movement in the industrial world
who have to come forward net only to
offer advice (o the emplovers but ac-
cept in refurn an insult. That is the
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point. I know it. I have seen the La-
hour leaders go to a company to offer
advice and receive in return nothing but
insult. We had an instance of that in
Kalgoorlie only a few weeks ago when
the Kurrawang strike was on. How was
the member for Leonora {Mr. Gourley)
treated by Mr. Hedges? He was ahso-
lutely insulted. That is what we receive
all along; and then we are insnlted as
we were by the member for York, whe
does not know the ABC of industrial dis-
putes. He would no more know how to
treat an industrial dispate than he would
know how to fly. And yet he will come
mto this House and abuse hon. members
an this side. T only wish he was in hs
plaee to hear the few remarks I have
made in resentment of his statements.
He is a personal friend of mine, but I
am not going to allow any hon, mewber
to make sueh -attacks upon ihe party
with which T am connected, especially
when those attacks are made without any
justification whatever. This matter has
heen highly creditable to the member for
Cue in every particular, If the Govern-
ment in the agreement had safeguarded
the interests of the people as much as the
member for Cue has tried to safeguard the
interests of the wood-choppers in his elee-
torate I could say a great deal for them.
I hope the Treasurer, or whichever mem-
her of the Government is responsible for
thiz agreement, will see bow it is drawn
up, and ascertain if there be in it a clause
by which they can wedge themselves in
and the company out, and so let the State
run the line and get hundreds of men at
work on that area which is now lying idle
as the result of the action of a small
company, who starting stone-broke have
Leen put in a proud position at the ex-
pense of the State.

The TREASTURER (Hon. Frank Wil-
son) : I regret with hon. members oppo-
site that a condition of affairs has arisen
whieh is paralysing the mining industry
in the distrieci of Day Dawn at the pre-
sent time. But I do not believe with them,
and the views they have expressed, namely,
that the fault lies at the door of the Gov-
ernment. Nor do T hlame the member
for Cue for having brought abowi this
condition of affairs. Having listened fo
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hiz remarks I can honestly congratulate
lim on one thing, and that is that seem-
inglv he nsed hiz best endeavours to yet
these men to submit their eomplainis to
the: decision of Warden Troy. But I
could wish he had gone a little fwrther
and assured this House that be had taken
every opportunity and used his best en-
deavours when that decision was given to
get the men to accept and abide by it. T
fail to see what good there is in persuad-
ing parties who have a grievance one
against another to submit those grievances
to arbitration if the award of the arbi-
trator is not to be loyally abided hy.
The same thing applies fo any court of
arbitration; and the complaint I have
against these hon. members is that they
do not uphold the very courts to which
they persuade the men to appeal.

Mr. Walker: That is scarcely correct.
You may uphold a court and differ from
some of its awards,

The TREASURER: But if you appeal
to Cesar yon must abide by Cmsar's
decision.

Myr. Walker: Not when it is wrong.

The TREASURER: Who is going to
judge? The appellant, becaunse be is dis-
satisfied with the decision? If that be so
where i the end going to he?

Mr. Holman: Give us a case.

The TREASURER: Here is a case;
the case we are discussing.

Mr. Holman: We cannot drive 300
men, you know.

The TREASURER: The hon. member,
every time he speaks on these industrial
matterz, throws ont some threat of trouble
in the near future.

Mr. Holman: If you would do your
duty there would not be any.

The TREASURER: Let us diseuss
what that duty is.

Mr. Holman: What did
Nangan Brook?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order!

The TREASURER: The hon. member
says if I would only do my duty. Here
we have a case where these men were dis-
satisfied with the eonditions of labour;
it may be they were justly dissatisfied.
They decided subsequently, I believe on
the persuasion of the member for Cue,
that they would submit their grievances

youn say at
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to Warden Troy and whatever was his de-
cision they would abide by it. The war-
den gave his decision. No one disputes
that he is unbiassed, unprejudiced. He
eave his decision in accordance with his
best judgment. He is oun the spot and
ought to know something about it. The
men said, “No, we will not take it, be-
cause we are dissatisfied.” One side or
the other must be dissatisfied. They can-
not both win. But is that any reason
why the award should not be adherred to?
1 say “No.” Now ihe hon. member says
1if 1 do my duty—I suppose be means the
Governnment—there would not be any oc-
casion for trouble; aud according to what
he said just now that duty consists in
confiscating the interests of the company,
whatever those interests may be. The
duty he puts on the shoulders of the Gov-
ernment is that they should confiscate
those interests.

Mr. Holman: If they will not work
they must let somebody else work.

The TREASURER: Have we any
right to confiscate anybody’s interest?
Let the hon. member prove a breadh
of the agreement.

Mr. Holman: Where is the agreement?

My. Heitmann: They have not supplied
firewood to the eompany.

The TREASURER: Has the hon.
member asked for the agreement, or has
he given ns an opportunity of seing it
for ourselves? We cannot remember the
confents of an agreement of 18 months
or two years ago. It is unreasonable.
Now the hon. member says that beeause
they have not supplied firewood to the
company they have committed a breach
of the agreement. But if I take on a
contract to supply goods of any deserip-
tion there will be found in the agreement
under which T am working a strike elause.
Tt is in all agreements; you cannot make
a man do something that he cannot do
owing to cireumstances hevond his control.
We cannot make a man responsible for
non-delivery of firewoed which his men
refuse to cut for him unless he will pay
a higher price than the arbitrator has said
is a. fair price. The proposition would
be preposterons, it wonld be going too
far, it would be doing away with all law
and order and equity. I hope members
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of this House will not encourage such an
idea. The Government are nol going to
take up that position—to confiscate the
property of any man.

Mr. Holman: Yes, starve a few thous-
and people for the sake of a few “hood.
lers.”

The TREASURER:
are not starving people.
hoodlers ’

Mr. Holman: Ask your dolleague, the
Mimister for Mines,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
out of order in applying the term “bood-
ler” to anyone.

The DMinmster for Mines: 1 hope the
hon. member will be compelled to with-
draw the remark he applied to me.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member
musi not make that remark; I hope he
will withdraw it.

My, Holman: I have nothing to with-
draw,

Mr. SPEAKER: Tbe hon. member
accused the Minister for Mines of being a
“hoodler.”

My, Holman: No.

The Minister for Mines: At any rate
it was an insinuation.

The TREASURER: It appears fo me
that the hon. member can give any licence
he likes to his tongue, vet he will deny
me the right to reply in gimilar terms.

Mr. Scaddan: "That is a reflection on
the Chair.

The TREASURER: With regard to
the urgency of this matter, here is an in-
dustrial dispute that has been in existence
for the past 15 or 16 weeks. It is trne
injury is being felt by others outside the
immediate cirele of those connected with
the firewood-cutting industry, but I deny
that there is any extreme urgency in con-
neclion with it, and I deny that this House
can lake any action that will effeet any
settlement in a dispute of this nature.

Mr. Taylor: Bot the big mine has only
just shot down.

The TREASURER: The member for
Mount Margaret aceuses the Government
of having done nothing; 1 think he spoke
in general terms. As a matter of fact,
the Premier has done all that lies in his
power. T venture to say that there is no
man in Western Australia who has done

The Government
Who are these
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more than the Premier during his short
term of office in order to settle amicably
these unfortunale disputes (hat have
become all too numerous during the past
month or two.

Mr. Teylor: They only came in with
the Government. Remove the Govern-
ment and the troubles will he removed.

The TREASURER : Objection has heen
taken that this wood that is being removed
does not belong to, and is not ihe pro-
perty of, the company. Well, the Pre-
mier eannot go into that matter at all, he
does not know to whom the wood belongs,
but the magistrate on the spot knows, and
I presume that if the company are act-
ing ilegally the wmagistrate will very
soon grant an injunetion to stop their
action.  The men have recourse to the
warden just the same as the employers on
the otlier hand have that recourse to claim
that it is their wood if they have paid for
it. It is true that money has been ad-
vanced against some of the wood; pro-
bably we shall find that the whole of the
wood has been advanced against. At
any rate the wood has been delivered to
the company, from the information T
have got, and now the company wish fo
remove it and deliver it to their customers
for eonsumption on the mines. The hon.
member pleads that we should not take
any steps to permit a legitimate removal
of that wood; he says we should not send
police protection.

My, Hobnan: What hon. member says
it? You are absolutely ineorrvect.

The TREASURER: What did )ou
say?

Mr. Holman: 1 did not say that.

The TREASURER: The hon. member
said that the peolice should not he sent
along the line, .

Mr. Holman: That is incorrect. I
said there was a dispute as to the owner-
ship, and I trusted that police would not
he sent to intimidate the people whose
property was being removed and who had
not been paid for it.

The TREASURER: What an absur-
dity to think that the Government would
send a police force to permit one man to
rob another of his property! The hon.
member must be dreaming to think that
the Government would take any action in
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that direction. The object of the police
will he to see that every man has the
freadom and the right to remove what he-
longs to him and not to take his neigh-
bour's property.

Mr. Holman: As long as they do that
it is all right.

The TREASURER: Now wg come to
Mr. Baxter’s profit of which so munch has
been made. Lt has bheen said that the
Government or the Minisler for Mines
have permitted this gentleman Lo make a
profit on some concession he has got.
What are the facls of the ense? As far
as the Minister for Mines is concerned,
when the agreemenl was completed he
was away in Pilbara, he was not in
Périly at all. Tt is true that he had called
for offers from anyone willing to contract
tn supply a certain quantity of firewood
under cerlain conditions, but the eondi-
tions ultimately fixed up were done in
his absence.

Mr. T'roy: Is that eorrect?

The TREASURER: Yes, it is correet.
But the Minister went further. When he
found that this gentleman, Mr. Baxter,
was negotiating to form a company—
that is, after he had got the agreement—
and he thought it might be with the ob-
ject of getting some profit out of the mat-
ter without doing any legitimate work,
he immediately motified all eoncerned
that he was prepared to re-advertise ten-
ders and open up the whole thing again
sn that they need not negotiate with M.
Baxter if they so desired. However, I
suppose they thought it quite good enough
to give sumething to Mr. Baxter for the
work he had done. What that was T
eaunol say, but they did not think it
worth re-advertising, and they concluded
the agreement. JIs it any crime when a
man finds that he has more than he can
manage himself to get others to help him
in a husiness venture? I object to it
being thought a crime, and I resent the
ennstant imputations that are east on men,
who, while they may have done good for
themselves in the State, have alsc done
some good not only io the State but to the
men they have employed.

Mr. Holman: Oh! rot.

The TREASURER: Hear the elo-
quent language of the hon. member, and
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he was actually Minister for Railways at
one lime. I am sorry he was not better
trained in that office to hold his tongue.
To show how trivial and how unreliable
these argumenis are, another arguinent
advanced why this octopus of a eompany
that has gathered in the State’s assets
ghould be erushed, is that it has only put
£1,000 into the venture. Anyone with
the slightest experience of works of this
deseription ouly needs to tot up the cost
of laying down 20 miles of rails and fast-
enings and sleepers, and the purchase of a
locomotive and rolling stock, to know that
it is absolately impossible and absurd that
they could do it with £1,000. Although
the rails and fastenings and sleepers were
provided by the Government under cer-
tain conditions, ¥ venture to say that the
construetion of that line cost something
double the ammnount that some hon. mem-
bers would have us believe was all that
was paid.

Mr, Heitmann: What was that extra
£1,000 the Government granted?

The Minister for Mines: We added
5 per cent. to the charge before we
charged general interest.

The TREASURER: T may say that
there is nothing in the Auditor General’s
report to fasten the responsibility for
this transaction on the Treasurer, as the
member for Mount Margaret has done.

My, Taylor: Read those letters.

The TREASURER: Read them your-
self. T soppoge the hon. member has,
and I hope he understands them. The
computed cost was something like £18,964,
and the total cost was £19,840; that is the

. difterence, and there is 5 per eent. added.

Mr. Heitmann: Read furiher down the
Auditor General’s report.

The TREASURER: Yes, it shows it
as £20,708. The Auditor General says
it is £940 in excess of the amount men-
tioned in the agreement, but the amount
mentioned in the agreement was a eomn-
puted amount. The amount ultimately
arrived at, namely, £20,708 was the "cost
of the material delivered to the company
plus 5 per cent. for handling. We ean-
not get out of that. Is it a mere ques-
tion of giving a few more rails and fast-
enings that the member for Cue is com-
plaining of?
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Mr. Heitmann: It was £945 mare,

The TREASTRER: Yes; and is that
erime?

Mr. Taylor: It is not in the eyes of
the Treasurer, hut it is in the eyes of any
reasonable man.

The TREASURER: I am sure it is
not in the eves of any reasonable person.
Now let us take the hon. member’s com-
plaint. He says in his grandiloquent
manner that the Labour Government did
not take any action of this deseription,
and that the Moore Government is the
only Government that has caused all this
trouble, and that strife has never taken
place before.

My, Taylor: Wha said that?

The TREASURER: The hon. member
said it by his interjection. He said that
transactions of this deseription never
took place in his experience or in the ex-
perience of the Labour Government; but
what about the rails and fastenings sup-
plied at Collie to the Timber Hewers'
‘Corporation?

Mr. Holman: That was done in a
straightforward mauner, and the Aunditor
General did not complain.

The TREASURER.: We supplied rails
_and fastenings to gel over a want.
There was a dearth of firewood, and a
big mine was likely to be idle about 18
meonths or two years ago for want of
firewood. We thereupon called tenders
openly, accepted the lowest tender, and
got the firewood dJelivered 25. a ton
cheaper than it was ever supplied before.
We safegnarded the State’s interests and
the State got a splendid return for its
investinent, ten per cent. per annum,
while we kept this low-grade mine going
and gave employment to all those men
that the hon. member is now complaining
are thrown out of work; but our friends
opposite supplied rails and fasteningsto a
body of men in order that they and they
only might make a profit, in order that
the Timbher Hewers' Corporation might
use the rails and fastenings for their own
profit.

My, A, A Wilson:
profit as yet.

The TREASURER: Then there is
spmething wrong in the management of
the venture if they are not getting any

=

H

There has heen no
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profit. But T am not objecting to the
transaction. What 1 am objecting to is
the hon. member accusing us of doing
something, when what we did was not
anly in the interests of the mining indus-
try that was in a parlous eondition owing
(n the want of Hrewood, while members
upposite did exactly the same thing in
ovder that a timber company mighs make
a profit out of the transaetion.

(Sitting suspended from 615 to 7.30
i)

Mr. O’LOGHLEN (Forrest) : 1 have
no desire to take np much time, but wish
to make a few remarks, offer a few sug-
westions perhaps, and also reply to some
of the statements made by the Treasurer.
The diffieulty whieh has arisen is not ¥
new one and I am afraid is not likely to
he settled in the future. We may catch
up with it in the immediate present, but
there is a strong likelihood that in a menth
or two there will be a recurrence owing
to the large number of foreigners on the
various woodlines. I bhave had experi-
ence and dealings with men controlling
the woodlines, and have a recollection of
an agreement of the Kalgoorlie Boulder
Firewood Company in the Laverton dis-
trict this year. The company secured the
right to construct a tramway into the
bush in that district and immediately
afterwards let the contract to a sub-
eontractor. It turms out that the latter
was a storekeeper in the distriet and, in
addition, had butchers’ and bakers’ shops
and was also the holder of a gallon
license. He brought about a reduction
almost immediately and the result was a
cessation of work. He sent out £70
or £80 worth of stores to the head of
the road, but immediately work ceased
he took out the police with him, intimi-
dated the men and seized the goods which
has been supplied to them by him. In
the Kurrawang district here have heen
most unfortunate experiences during the
past few weeks. It is absolutely impos-
sible for any company, for any Labour
leader, or for anyone else at the present
juncture to deal with the foreign element
on these woodlines. At Kwrawang an
agreainent had been in existence but not-
withstanding that, my personal experience
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afier moing among them is that it is ex-
tremely diffienli to make them see reason
in any shape or form or to stick to an
agreement. I do not envy the position of
the member for Cue (Mr. Heitmann)
when he tried to bring reason into the
dispute on the Murchison. TFrom the re-
marks of the Leader of the Opposition
we know that he also found it extremely
diffieult to place the facts of the case
before the foreigners on the wood lines.
I went among the men with an interpre-
ter a few weeks ago and I ascertained
that they referred to the Leader of the
Opposition as the President of the Re-

publie, and veferred to the Premier as’

His Excellency the Governor. If the
Tyeasurer went up fhere I am sure they
would refer to him as His Majesty the
King. The trouble has arisen chiefly ow-
ing to the action of past Governments
and the action of the companies in en-
couraging an influx of aliens. I do not
econdemn the Government £or actions
taken by previous Ministers in giving
away concessions. They may be to
blame, for throughout the State, particu-
larly on the coastal {imber areas, we find
practically a monopoly of the timber
areas along the fringe of the seaboard
Every day
trouble arises and industrial conflict seems
to he in the air, Therc is a possibility
that even in rhe South-West, where the
workers are Britishers, and where reason
can be brought to bear on them, trouble
is likely lo arise. I will not refer to-
night to the possible trouble in the timber
industry, for that is a matter which will
receive attention a liitle lafer on, but T
hope the House will take into considera-

“tion the condition of affairs as it exists

now on the Murchison and that the Gov-
ernment will come forward with a sug-
gestion, or that at least a majority of
members of the Cabinet will do so, and
will take a more serious view of the case
than the Treasurer seems to do, as evi-
denced by the speeeh he made this after-
noon. In the course of his remarks he
treated the question as one which was not
very urgent. A mistake has been made
in the past in giving so much power to
the timber ecompanies, buf as two wrongs
do not make a right. it would be very un-
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wise now to make another mistake. T
lhope the Government will inake some
gzood sugzestion so that a better state of
affairs in the industrial world of the Mur-
chison will be hrought about. The Trea-
surer has referred to the faet that the
dispute was submitted to arbitration. At
that court Warden Troy presided. Hav-
ing knowledge of that gentleman on pre-
vious occasions I can say there is no man
stands higher in public estimation as a
foir and just man in Western Anunstralia
than he; but we find that, notwithstand-
ing the fact that some of the Britishers
affected by the award were willing to go
to work, the foreiguers caused trouble
unti] the company withdrew from the
pusition they had iaken up. The com-
pany must have had some motive in with-
drawing angd 1 think it is the duty of the
Government to find ont what it is.

The Treasurer: Are they not prepared
to pay the award rate?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Possibly they are.
I want to point out that members on the
other side of the House when speaking
in the Chamber sometimes express the
opinion that the Labour party are res-
ponsible for the Arbitration Court. They
say that such being the ease grievances
should be taken there, and that nobwith-
standing the nature of the award made
they should lovally abide by it. The
Avrbitration Court is not the tribunal asked
for by the Labour party, but is the best
they eould obtain. Right through the
State there is a feeling existing against
the Arbitration Court, and I hope that in
the near future the Government will
amend the Act and bring inte existence
a tribunal that will have the confidence
of the workers of the State. The worker
is blamed ag a rule if he accepts the lower
rate fixed by the Arhitration Court; he
is also blamed if he refuses to accept it.
In nearly every instance the hreach of the
award has heen with the employers. Some
action should be taken hy the Government
either towards bringing about a settle-
ment temporarily of the trouble, with the
intention of looking inte it thoroughly
later on. or else they should try and cope
with the foreign element. I have given
the maiter a good deal of consideration,
and think that Governments of the past
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should have taken control of the timber
areas themselves and worked them in the
interests of the State, In the Kurrawang
distriet the end of the line is now in sight
and the company are enercaching on
the Davyhurst disiriet. It is only a mat-
ter of time when they will be trying to
get supplies from the Southern Cross dis-
triet. The Government should watch the
actions of this company or they will run
a ratlway line paralle! to the Government
one and heat the State for revenue.
Even if we wore to adopt the extreme
ideas of some and nationalise operations
the difficulty would not be
There would still be the foreign element.
These foreigners have no respeet what-
ever for an agreement and if the Premier
or Mr. Bath were to go among them and
fix up an agreement with them, these
men would be parties to it for the time
being, but their concurrence would only
last so long as their impulse lasted. After
a few months they would find other
grievances, either real or imaginary, and
furiher tronble would vesult. YWhen I
was at  Kwrawang- T found that the
whole industry was paralysed.  There
were some 700 workers there and I took
oceasion to make a speech to a number of
the men. I am safe in stating that not
two-thirds of them knew what I was sav-
ing. The only solution is for the secre-
taries or the leaders of the labour organi-
sations to acquaint themselves with the
foreign tongue used by these men. In
fact, I understand it is the intention of
some of the labour secretaries to do that.
Then perhaps in our deliberations eon-
cerning the fixing of agreements and mat-
ters of that kind we will be able to obtain
a satisfactory solntion of the troubles,
A question has been raised in regard to
the Coilie co-operative concession, and it
has been argued by the Treasurer that
there is some analogy bhetween that con-
cession and the one at the Murchison.
At the time that the timber hewers at
the Collie received the concession from
the Government—and I am very pleased
they received it—they comprised a body
of workers prepared to launch out on
their own account and do their best, if
they received the assistance of the Govern-
ment, to make a success of the under-
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taking. They managed to secure employ-
ment for a large number of workers, they
seeured industrial peace, and they brought
prosperity to the traders in the Collie
distriet. In that vespeet their efforts were
crownad with success, but the venture has
not been the profitable one the Treasurer
has tried to make out, The member for
Collie (Mr., A, A. Wilkon} and others
have shares in that venture but up to the
present have received no reward. The
Government rendered assistance to men
who were working their own interests.
At that time there were 300 men irying
to get a profit for their own use. On
the Muvehison a concession  has  been
given to a company, as in other parts of
the State, and all profits made go into the
poekets of a few. There is no analogy
hetween the two cases. I hope whatever
decision is mrived at the House will try
and bring ahout a satisfactory setilement
of the trouble so as to vrevent its reeur-
rence. We have heaid it said that the
Minister for Mines was in the North-
West when the agrecment was made. I
find, however, by looking at the Auditor
General’s report thar the agreement was
made on the 2nd Septemiber. T have been
a keen follower of the Minister for Mines,
and have always tulren a great interest in
his doings and I venture to say that at
the time the agreement was signed he was
in his place in this Hounse. Be that as it
may, I trust that whoever is to blame for
the agreement will dn the best he can to
rectify the grievance. This i a matter
of extreme urgenev. Tolice have heen
sent up there to guavd the interests of the
company and to proteet the property of
the people. I am one of those who do
not helieve too mach in providing sueh
police protection. YWhen a hady of police
15 sent to the wood-lines—possibly it is
necessatry at times as it was in a reeent
case—there 15 always the likelihood of
their presence having a tendeney to in-
flame the passions af the men. I
feel sure that no 2ocd would be derived
from sending additional pelice for the pro-
tection of the people and goods at Nallan.
I certainly hope that members an hoth
sides of the House will take into consider-
ation the question that has heen raised
by the member for Cue {Mr. Heitmann),



Timber irouble,

and thai they will arrive at some satis-
faetory solution. This trouble whould
not exist for another 24 hours if it is
possible to avert it. I have received five
letters from Nallan, asking me whether
I could do any good, but T candidly
admit that I would not be able te do any
good.  Perhaps the Premier might be
able to do some good, or perhaps the
united wisdom of memhers on both sides
of the House might be of some service
m assisting to arrive at some solution.
But while the company are there holding
the rights and privileges that they do,
and while they fail to aceede to the claims
0f the men, this confliet will last.  As soon
as some action is fortheoming from the
Government, either to work the lines or
to mive facilities to someone else to work
the lines in the district, or the distriets
close to Cue, 30 soon will the trouble he
settled. T trust hon. members will take
a little more serious view of the question
than the Treasurer has done, and by
doing that I am confident we will be able
to bring about a satisfaciory solution,
at least fur the present, and that it will
be followed up by the establishment of
a tribunal in which the workers of the
State may have some confidence. There
is no analogy whatever between the rights
of the timber companies on the goldfields
and the position of the Collie co-opera-
tive concern. We find that concessions
are given to these companies and no safe-
guards are introduced in the agreements
to protect the interests of the people, and
we find also that considerable dissatis-
faction has been caused owing to the fact
that the Government. who were in power
hefore the Moore Administration, gave
rails and fastenings to the hewers at
Collie. T have some recollection that im-
mediately after the Minister for Mines
was returned at the last election he said
that in his opinion the action of the pre-
vious Government in giving this conces-
sion to the Collie workers was illegal, and
that there was no precedent for it
Whether there was or not, I venture to
say that the result achieved will convinee
the Minister himself that it was the wisest
step ever taken by any Government.

The Minister for Mines: Do not ex-
aggerate.
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Mr. OLOGHLEN: T will not; I will
anly deal with faets, and I will tell the
Minister that at about nexi Christmas
those 260 workers at that particnlar cen-
tre hope to be free from debt, and further
than that, we must recognise that during
{he last three years those 260 workers
have been living there in peace.

The Minister for Mines: They have
had a great deal of assistance from me.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: They may, bat I
am quoting the remarks of the Minister
when he stated that there was no preee-
dent for the action that was taken by the
Minster for Mines in {he previons Gov-
ernment fo the effect that the Minister
acted in an improper manner. What I
want to point out to the Premier and hon.
members on the other side of the House
is the faet that these warkers at Collie
have been living there in industrial peace,
and are prepared to make a fair wage and
contribute largely to the revenue of the
State in licenses and royalties. In faet
they have done more than any other body
holding n similar area. With regard to
the Nallan question we have had many
opinions expressed, and it must be recog-
niced by reasonable members that the
Labour leaders inside and ouiside of the
House have done their utmost to prevent
industrial confiiets which are always harm-
ful. In such cases workers may gain
an advaniage, but in order to put up a
good fight in their own interests we find
that very often the worker suffers, the
trader suffers, the revenue suffers, and the
general community suffers, and when we
hear members like the member for York
(Mr. Monger) telling the member for
Cue (Mr. Heitmann) that he was respon-
sible for throwing out of employment
500 men, hon. members will know what
reliance they ean place on such a state-
ment.  Perhaps T know a little more
about the vicissitudes of the timber work-
ers than the member for York. If the
member for York deals with grain and
pumpking I will respectfully listen to
him, because I suppose he knows more

about  these things than  industrial
matiers. I cettainly hope that with-
out continning the debate the Premier

will come forward with an assurance
that during the next few days he will
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interest himself and try and bring about
a settlement so that we may have in-
dustrial peace secured once more.

Mr. HEITMANN (in reply): It is not
my intention to put this question to a
division, and before asking permission
to withdraw it, T wonld like to say a few
words in regard to the statements made
by the Treasurer. As far as the Premier
is concerned I believe he has done all in
his power to bring about a settlement of
this trouble. When the Treasurer was
speaking he seemed to have an idea that
I, while endeavouring to bring abouta set-
tlement by way of arbitration had neglec-
ted, after the award was given, to
endeavour to induee the men affected to
abide hy it. T did my hest to get those
wood-cutters to abide by the award of
Warden Troy.

The Treasurer: It was a just award.

Mr. HEITMANN: Coming from the
gentleman who gave the award I would
not say for a moment that it was any-
thing but just. Although the Treasurer
pins his arzument to the one weak spot of
the workmen’s case, that they refused to
abide hy arbifration, the faet must im-
press itself on members that these men
have heen fighting for 16 weeks, even
against the award T will admit. If T were
working in that industry to-morrew 1
would also leave it, for I eertainly would
not aecept the rate that they are offering.
The hon. member forgets that in the his-
tory of wood-cutting on the Murchison
there has never been such a low rate paid
as that which was paid by this company,
and although the award was given by a
conseientious gentleman, the faet remains
that he may have made a mistake, and
that there may he some justification for
the aetion of these men, when we find
them actually living on a crust of bread
for 16 weeks, and refusing to go back un-
less the inerease was given. The Treas-
urer forgets to mention that the company,
who made the offer after the award, of
5z, 3d., are now refusing that offer, and
it shows thai even Warden Troy might
have made a misiake in his award. T
trust, if it will dn nothing else, this dis-
cussion will impress itself upon members,
and when the time comes when we may
have applieations for further concessions
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of ihis kind, Ministers will remember the
lessons of the last few months.  The
Treasurer, as a champion of private en-
terprise, used arguments whiech almost
made one smile. He will tell you the
good that this company has done in as-
sisting the low-grade mines on the Mur-
chison. As a matter of fact wood was
supplied and better money was paid to
the cutters, who earted over 80 and 100
miles further than wood was being carted
before this difficulty began. It is all
very fine for the hon. member to point to
the virtues of (his private enterprise
crowd, I hope in the future when busi-
ness such as this is being brought for-
ward, the Government will take into con-
sideration the possibility of the small
coneern heing managed by a board, just
the same as the water supply at Cue is
being controlled. We have a board there
managing the water department, and if
they ean do that successfully I feel sure
they could also conduet a business
like that of the cutting of firewood.
The Minister for Works: T can show
you one or two things about that board.
Mr. HEITMANN: Perlhaps the Mini-
ster can, but if they can manage such a
department there is no reason why the
firewood industry should not be similarly
controlled by a board appointed hy the
Government. The moment there is any-
thing to be made, as in the ease of this
Cue timber line, the Government are pre-
pared to leave it to private enterprise
as heing the only party who can earry out
the work. If the State can manage water
supplies, or appoint hoards to control
them, similar managements should be
able to control a firewood industry. I ask
permission to withdraw the motion.
Motion by leave withdrawn.

QUESTION—MINING LEASE RE-
NEWALS.

Mr. HOPKINS asked the Premier: In
view of the increasing expenditure of
the Federal Parliament and of the eostly
national projects already forecasted by
that aunthority, will the Premier give the
House his assurance that a renewal or
extension of anv mining lease or leases
will not be approved antil such time as



Camel Tick.

Parliament has had the opportunity of
reviewing the varivus sourees of revenue
and the incidence of State taxation?

The PREMIER replied: I cannoi give
the assurance asked for in view of the
faet that the Mining Act gives holders
of mining leases the right to renew the
same for a period of 21 years, snbject to
the Acts and Regulations relating to
mining leases in force at the time of
such renewal. '

QUESTION—CAMEL TICK.
Mz, BNDERWOOD (for Mv. Troy)

asked the Minister for Agriculture: 1,

Is the Minister aware that an Afghan,

Sher Ali, left Onslow on the 20th inst.
with twenty camels, destined for M,
Magnet, which are alleged to be tick-
infested? 2, Will the Minister make
inquiries and take immediate steps to
prevent the introduction of tick-infested
camels into clean country?

The HONQRARY MINISTER ve-
plied: 1, No. 2, The matter is heing
inquired into.

BILL—FIRST READING.

Land and Ineome Tax, introduced by
the Treasurer.

BILL—MIDLAND JUNCTION
DARIES.

Read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Couneil.

BOUN-

" BILL—VERMIN BOARDS.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mr. HCDSOX (Dundas): Tt is with
some diffidence that T rise to speak on
the second reading of this measure, be-
cause we have had very litile oppor-
tunity of studying its provisions. It has
been brought down only recently, has
only been in the hands of hon. members
for a short time, and T myself have not
been able vet to grasp the full meaning
of its terms. I admit it is necessary that
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something should be done to cope wiik
the vermin affecting the pastoralists and
graziers of this State. Wild dogs have
become a menace to the small farmer
and even to the catile raiser. There arve
other pests such as the eaglehawk, which
have hecome troublesome to the graz-
iers, and the Minister for Agriculture
will have to take this into eonsideration
in dealing with this Bill. Buwr what
strikes me nost about this Bill is its ap-
pearance of having been hastily con-
ceived, and 1 think that before it is
dealt with in Committee hon, members
should have an opportunity of thorough-
ly examining ils contents. I do not
want to speak against the Bill hut I am
afraid that the establishment of tliese
vermin boards will mean a vast deal of
administrative expense. I is pruposed
to establish vermin distriets; a road dis
trict to coineide with a vermin distriet for
the purposes of the Ae¢t. I am afraid
they will not eoingcide. If a vermin
board be established in every road dis-
triet where there are wild dogs and rab-
bils there will be a number of these
boards established and it will mean the
appointment of clerks and of members
of the board, whose expenses I believe
are to be paid. These expenses of the
members and of the clerks will involve
a large sum of money which to my mind
would be hetter expended in paying for
the destruction of these vermin. It for
instance the roads boards themselves
were appointed vermin hoavds they
would have their machinery all ready
for earrying out the administrative
work; and if they were able to raise
funds for the purpose they could de
equally well what the vermin boards are
authorised to do under this Bill. There
will be a great deal of expense, and 1
think the Minister ought to recon-
sider it before pressing this measure
through this Chamber. The question of
rating is a vital one, heeanse the hoards
to be appointed are authorised to strike
rates to the extent of 2s. per 100 acres.
That seems to be an unseientific basis upon
which to levy a rate for the purposes of
this Bill. A man with rich country even
though he held but a small area may be
able to earry 1,000 sheep, while a man
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with perlaps 5,000 or 10,000 acres may
be able to earry only the same number
of sheep. Yet the man with the 10,000
acres wonld have to pay ten times as
much as the man who is getling an
equal benefic under this measure. This
does nol seem at all equitable and it has
been snggested that it might be over-
come in the appoeintment of the boards
themsgelves. Again, it seems to me thata
in many places a majority of the electors
in the roads distriets might be found
who living in the town would have no
real intevest in the matter,

The Honorary Minister:
would not have a vote.

Mr. HUDSON: But even a small
holder will he entitled to one vote.

The Honorary Minister: He must hold
over 100 acres. ’

Mr. HUDSON: Well, sueh men might
be able to swamp the others altogether,
However, I have not heen able to follow
it, and I would like the Minister to
point out to me where it is. I cannot
see otherwise why every elector in a
voads distriet would not be entitled to
vote for the election of this board.

The Honorary Minister: It is in Claunse
12,

Mr. HUDSON: Well, what does that
mean? It says every person qualified
to vote for the election of members of
the hoard shall have a number of votes
according to the scale. However, it
does nnt very mueh matier. If the Min-
ister will explain to me the position
later on T may be bettei able to under-
stand it. T have suggested that- there
is o possibility of this being-tec expen-
sive o procednre. I sugpest also. that
the method of rating is inequitable and
T think if there is power given in this
Bill to extend its provisions and estah-
lish vermin boawrds in any part of the
State a great injustice is likely to arise.
For instance, in some parts of the State,
ontside the rabbit-proof fences, holders
of areas have themselves expended large
sums of -money in erecting rabbit-proof
feuces round their respective holdings,
It seems to me it would be great
hardship to infliet a tax upon such men
for the benefit of others in that partie-
ular distriet. These men have already

Then they
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expended their money and gone te con-
siderable cxpense. They have already
paid their quota of taxation into the
general revenue 1o provide the money
for the rabbit-proof fenees, from which
they derive no henefit whatever. Yet
in this Bill they will be liable to fur-
ther taxation. Indeed the whole seheme
of the measure, to my mind, requives
congideration, and 1 do urge upon the
Minister who has charge of the measure
to hold over the Committee stage for a
week or two that the various provisions
of the Bill may be thoroughly investi-
gated. ‘

My. BUTCHER ((Gascoyne): Surely
it requires very few words from me or
from any other member to impress this
House with the urgency of this measure.
I think the matiers whieh have been
brought before the Government and the
information whieh  has been received
sheuld be sufficient to impress hon. mem-
bers with the urgent necessity of pass-
ing this Bill through as quickly as pos-
sible. I quite admif that the Bill does
not appear at first glance to be alto-
gether the correet thing. But it is a
step in the right direction and I do
not know of any instance of a measure
passing this House in absolutely correct
form and not requirving to be altered at
some later date. T do hope that hon.
members, realising the urgency of this
measure, will not be puiting up any un-
necessary obstacles that will have the
effect of keeping the measure back. I
as one of those who are more deeply
interested in this matter am quite pre-
pared to accept the Bill as it 1s for a
beginning, feeling sure it will lead to
the immediate checking of the advances
of the rabbits into our best pastoral
areas. 1 realise that at a later date
we will be able to make the necessary
alterations if the measure be not found
to be altogether workable,

Mr. Hudson: But you may be doing an.
injustice in the meantime.

Mr. BUTCHER: It is not impossible
that an injustice will be done to some-
body; bunt greater injustice by far will be
done to a greater number of people.
I do not know that one can put one’s
finger upon any measure which has not
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done injustiece, or which nobody will
claim as having done injustice, to a few.
The hon. member who has just spoken
meniioned that an injustice, it appeared
to him, would be done to the man hold-
ing 1LU0O aeres of good land—that he
would have to pay a certain amount in
taxation whereas a man with a larger
area would pay ten times the amount
towards making the fences. although
probably enly running the same nnmber
of sheep or of stock. But it must not be
forgotten that he is deriving the same
preportionate amount of protection and
the sae amount of benefit and services,
and it is only fair that he should pay
his quota towards the protection of his
area. I do not see myself that the sub-
ject he speaks of is worth considering.
The parts of the country where this
Bill will mosi direetly operate are in the
pastoral areas, and ihese areas or the
larger of them are held by people who
are perfeetly willing to submit to the
taxalirn under this Bill. The distriets
which the hon. member speaks of and
the cases he refers to are ontside the
rabbit-proof fences. These people have
been forced to protect themselves by
the erection of fences and I quite agree
that seme consideration should now hbe
gshown to them. I am quite with the
hon. member and am prepared to assist
him in framing a elause in this Bill
when in the Committee stage which
will afford a measure of relief. Buat do

not let us stop the passage of this Bill

because of these matters which can he
dealt with in Committee. When we take
into consideration the figures given us
by the Minister for Agriculture last
night, and work them out, it is seen
that the industry is aliogether of too
gigantic 8 nature to be allowed to be
overrun by those rabbits and entirely
destroyed. The Minister informed us
that we have under lease already 161
million aeres which T take it is prin-
eipally within the rabbit-proof fence, or
nearly so. Put that area at the lowest
possible capaeity and it should earry 16
million sheep. We have 450 millien
acres still to be settled and which we
are hoping will be seitled later on, but
it will not be settled if we allow this
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pest to eontinne without attempting to
check it. This 430 million acres should
he capable of earrying 23 roillion sheep.
In round figures that would be 40 mil-
lion sheep which should produce 800,000
bales of wool worth, at £8 a bhale,
£8,000,000 per annum. If an industry
worth  £8,000,000 per annum is not
worthy of having something done to pro-
teet it in its infaney I do not know what
industry is worth profecting. I main-
tain that there never has been any Bill
in this House introduced to protect an
mdustry that is eapable of producing
so nnich revenue aunnally for the State
than the one now before the House, and
if members grasp the figures given aud
give them the smallest amount of con-
sideration they must agree that there is
every need to force this Bill on as soon
as possible so as to give the people most
directly concerned the power to tax
themselves to protect not only their own
lands but the vacant lands of the Crown.
There is no neeessity for me to speak
at any length on this matter; I eon-
tent myself with the few remarks I
have made, and ounly hope that hon.
members will do their best to make the
Bill as perfect as possible when we
arrive at the Committee stage.. I have
much pleasnre in supporting the second
reading.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE (Katanning):
Sinee the introduction of this measure by
the Honorary Minister T have had an
opportunity of diseussing its provisions
with several interested in the protection
of their lands from destruetion by ver-
min; and although on the whole they are
satisfied that something of this kind
should be done, yet there have been ex-
pressions that the practice adopted in
the Bastern States of ecollecting the ne-
cessary funds—a practice alluded to by
the Minister last night ir dealing with
this measure—should be followed here,
namely, that the rate should be collected
upon the stock held. There may be diffi-
culty in doing this, but these suggestions
I take it may be valuable to members and
helpful to the Minister though bhe is pro-
bably aware of the practice in the Bast.
As already suggested by the member for
Dundas, full eonsideration is needed to
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be given to the measure. The wmember
for Gascoyne knows more abount the eoun-
try this Bill will serve than any member
here to-night and he has pointed ount the
absolute necessity for provision to be
made i the direction followed by this
Bill. With him, I would prefer to see
the Bill passed as early as possible; at
the same time, during the consideration
of the measure in Committee all informa-
tion should be given by those who can
give it, and I hope the Honorary Minis-
ter will take into consideration any of
the suggestions offered. The question of
dealing with vermin is one that materi-
ally affects the people of this country,
partienlarly ihose engaged in agrieul-
ture, and most parficularly those loeated
in the far North, where the eneroachment
of the rabbit is eausing great anxiety and
35 a menace to one of the most important
industries of the State.

Mr. Hudson: We have bhad them for
years in my distriet.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: I do not know
if that is any veason why we should
have them here, because it bas cost mil-
lions sterling in many dirvections to endea-
vour to extenminate rabbits, and so far
with not very much suecess. If we can
do something to prevent the spread of
the pest, and if the people most concerned
in the natter arve prepared to tax them-
selves, as T understand is the case, and as
it affects those in the North more than it
does the people in the South where the
-holdings are not so great, and if those in
the North are willing to accept the pro-
visions of this Bill, we who are here to
do our best in the interests of the coun-
try shouid be willing to accept their re-
conunendation. Though the rabbits are
making headway in the North the pro-
tection afforded by the rabbit-proof fence
is very evident. In the first place No. 1
fenee extending from tbe coast towards
the North did some good service until it
was found that the rabbits were making
headway beyond the fence. Then a
second fence was construcied, and it has
done a greal deal to keep back the in-
vasion, more partienlarly in the Sounthern
and Eastern distriets where great damage
would have been caused. Though this
Bill ‘is one the provisions of which will

[ASSEMBLY.]

‘Becond reading.

be objected to by many, we must do owr
best to make its operation as equitahle as
possible, and we must do our best to assist
those who are veady to help themselves,
I am with the member for Gascoyne in
his desire to have the Bill passed as early
as possible, and I will do my best in the
Committee stage to get what information
I may and to make the measure as per-
feet as it is possible to make it in the
eircumstanees.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara): 1T
would like to make a few remarks in con-
nection with this Bill. The Minister
when introducing the measure said that
during the last three years our agricul-
tural land under cultivaiion had in-
creased by 60 per cent. 1 was speaking
about this a few nights ago, and the Min-
ister for Works aceused me of being a
brilliant mathematician. Of course, the
aceusation was anjust, but I must say
that the man who can make 60 per cent.
out of the figures is ecertainly hetter at
mathematies than I am. In 1905 there
were 327,000 acres under cultivation;
there are now 495,000 acres under culti-
vation; if anybody ean make that GO per
cent. he is better than I am at mathe-
maties.

The Homnorary Minister: Look at the
third eolumn in the statisties.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Of course, if
you are denying the statisties I am not
arguing. '

. The Premier: Ii is over 50 per cent.

Mr. UNDERWOOD:;: I suppose yom
reckor: by aetual increase, 50 per cent.;
by imagination of the Moore Government,
10 p@r cent; total 60 per cent. T hold
that the Government have not done their
duty to the State in regard te this Bill.
It is one of the most intricate subjects it
is possible to bring before the House.
For over two years we have known that
the rabbits were inside the fence; I told
the Honse two years ago that they were
inside the fence at Nannine, the very
conntry the member for Gascoyne is so
much interested iw; yet here we are
faced with a Bill that requires, as the
member for Katanning says, very serious
consideration, and on which a greal deal
of information should be fortheoming,
and we have abont 10 minutes in which
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to pass it. The Government in bnnging
‘down a Bill of this nature in a session
like this are ceriainly not giving the
House the slightest possible chance of
making the measure a good one. I have
looked through the Bill, and in my
opinion it cannot hy any possible chance
be classed as a good one. It may he, as
the member for Gascoyne says. some-
thing to go on with until we can bring in
a better Bill; but there is just this to be
said on that point that onee we enact a
principle, at (imes it is very hard to
change it. In this Bill we may intro-
duce a principle that later on we may not
be able to strike out of if, so [ think we
must give it sone consideration, with all
due respeet for the mewmber for Gaseoyne
who is so deeply interested. The mea-
sure applies to the whole of the State,
and I suppose there is scarcely another
State in the world that has to deal with
such diversity of land. We have the
agricultural land of the South-West, an
altogether different proposition in the
South-East, and we have the West coastal
and Ceniral land; the North-West, and
again the Kimberleys; and in every one
of these places the conditions are differ-
ent; so that in the few minutes we have
before us to attempt to pass a Bill
eovering the whole of that ground is im-
possible. The Bill provides for certain
boards to be instituted, and they are to
have the power of taxing the people
within the areas over which they operate,
and the system of taxakion proposed is
on the acreage. Now, there is scarcely
another country in the world that has
such a diversity of land, yet the tax is
to be so much per acre. Agrienltural
land in the South-West which is sold at
10s. per acre can be taXed under this Bill
for just the same amount as land away
back in the eentre of the State leased hy
the Government at 2s. 6d. per thousand
acres. I am of opinion that the State
should be divided for the puposes of this
Bill.  The conditions in the South do
not apply in the North, and there are
many other differences between the South
and the North.

Mr. Hudson : Inside and ontside the
rabbit-proof fenece would he a good
division.
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Mr. UNDERWOOD: Exaectly so. Those
already outside the fenee ean searcely
get any benefit from the fence. They
are now paving their share towards the
interesi on the cost of construction, vet
they receive no value from it; and as
the member for Dundas has pointed out,
many of these people have already
feuced their eountry; yet these boards
when inaugurated ean fence some other
person’s country and tax these people
for fencing in that other person’s coun-
try.  Notwithstanding the haste adve-
cated by the member for Xatanning,
these ave conditions that are well worth
at least two or three minutes’ considera-
tion. .. . We should endeavour to inake
our legislation have some sense and some
reason, There is another point, and I
see it is provided for in the Queensland
Act Lo an extent net provided for in this
Bill; a district is not compelled to tax
itself, and the resnlt will be that where
rabhits, or dingoes, or kangarcos are
somewhat thick there will be a tax, but
in a distriet where there are no rabbits
or dingoes there will be no tax, though it
is the outside distriets that keep the in-
side distriets free from these pests. It
is the same position we have had all
along. The man who is down near the
coast and has the best of the land has
the hest of the deal right through. He
had the best of it hefore, and he will still
have the best of it. Take the Gascoyne
distriet as an instance. The land near
Carnarven is eertainly some of the best
pastoral land in the State. Praectically
the whole of the land held there is good
land, is land one ¢an rear sheep or cattle
on, Yet at Mount Clere there is a moun-
tainouns range where there are thousands
of acres of couniry that would not feed
an igunana. The ounly land of any use in
that locality is comprised in the flats
between the hills. A man who desires

_to take up pastoral country has also to

iake up these hills in order to get
the benefit of the flats and yet he will
have to pay as much for these barren
ranges as the man near Carnarvon with
really good agrieultural land. Further
than that, it is in that country the rab-
biis first come. The dingoes also are in
the rough couniry for they come from
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the bhills and the man who has country
there will have to destroy them as well.
By doing so he has, at one and the same
time to ineur eonsiderable expense and
do very much towards protecting the
eountry nearer the coast.

Mr. Butcher : Do not forget that the
people on the coast were in the first in-
stanee the outside people and had some
difficulties to deal with.

Mr, Hudson: There were not the same
number of dingoes.

Mr. Butcher: There were.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I agree that the
people near the coast had in the first
instanee all these dilfienlties and troubles
but now all are left to the men who
have been forced te go further Dback,
The people on the coast should assist
" those in the back eountry who are help-
ing to protect their lands.

My, Bufcher : That is what this Bill
seems to do.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It does nothing
of the sori. Take Nullagine and the
Port Hedland disiriets as an example.
The dingoes ‘eome from Nullagine and
the people there will have to destroy
them and thus prevent the vermin from
getling to Port Hedland. The Nullagine
people will have to pay to kill the ver-
min and the people of Port Hedland will
have no vermin to deal with and con-
sequently need strike no rvate under the
measure.

Mr. Butcher: They would have to.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: No, it is not ne-
cessary under the Bill. It is specifically
provided that if a board have not ex-
pended all the money collected one year
they need not strike a rate next year.
There is no compulsion even to form a
hoard in a distriet. Those who have the
worst of the position now are to be
placed in an even worse position when
the Bill hecomes law. The chief trouble
to be dealt with 1s in connection with
the rabbit inenrsion. In none of the dis-
triets I represent are there any rabbits.

Mr. Butcher: They are not far off.

My, UNDERWOOD: The fence has
protected us so far and I think it will
be some vears before they reach ns. If
the people in the Ashburton district get
thoroughly and quickly te work the rab-
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bits may be prevented from getiing into
the Pilbara distriets. T think therefore
thai the latter distriets should pay their
share for the destruction of rabbits in
the Gasesyne. There is no provision in
the Bill for sueh a case as that.

The Honorary inister :
Clause G. .

Mr. UNDERWQOQD: There is no eom-
pulsion to establish boards in any dis-
tricts and if is not necessary to strike a
rate. I helieve this Bill will possibly
have some effect In one partieular dis-
triet, namely the Gasecoyne. There is no
doubt that the rabhits are there now and
it is possible, if the residents of the dis-
triect make an early and vigorous start,
they may be able to check the pest
considerably. For that alone the Bill is
worth being passed, but at the same
time it must be freely ndmitted that the
measure is not even an attempt, fairly
and squarely to deal with this question.
It must be realised by any man knowing
anything of the question that the Bill
will have to be repealed and a new one
introdueed at the earliest possible date.
The member for Gascoyne (Mr. Butcher)
would like to see the Bill bronght in at
once, The varicus prineiples set out in
the Bill will T think work a hardship for
many people, hut will work well for
himi T am easting no refleetion what-
ever on the hon. member, but it must be
recognised that his land is very favour-
ably situated under the Bill

Mr. Butcher: And you admit that the
result will be to protect your district.
For that reason I hape von will support
the measure.

My. UNDERWOOD: T protest against
the man, say up at Mount Clere, having
to pay the same as the man in the Gas-
coyne district.

Hon, I'. H. Piesse: It need not he the
same, for the Bill sets out that the rate
shall not he more than 2s. That sum is
the maximum. )

Mr. UNDERWQOD: The hon. member
does not appear to know this country
very well for, if T am not mistaken, the
land te which I refer at Mount Clere is
in the same roads board distriet as the
land of the hon. member for Gaseoyne.

Mr. Butcher: No, it is not.

Look af
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My, UNDERWQOD: Well there is
wvery vough country in the Carnarvon
distriet. I feel sure the Queensland
syslem of charging on stock is preferable
to the one under this Bill; but that sys-
tem should only apply to the Northern
pastoral areas. In the agricultural
country the acreage charge would he
preferable, for after all the rabbit is
likely to go there and damage the crops
as well as stock. In the Southern ecoun-
try therefore the acreage rate would he
right, but in the Northern eountry it
would be absolutely unjest and would
wark hardly on those least able to bear
the tax.

Mr. Bulcher: What abont a man hold-
ing large under-stocked areas for spec-
ulative purposes?

Mr. Hudson: Surely such a state of
things does not obtain under the pre-
sent Government?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The
Government have stocking elauses which
they should enforce. This is not a ques-
tion memhbers ean stand up and settle
offhand. There is no subject that has
been before the House sinee T have been
a member which could with more ad-
vantage be referred to a seleet eommit-
tee. Information could be obiained on
the question from one end of the State
to ihe other, and it is this information
which the House badly needs. 1 desire
to censure the Government for leaving
the matter so late and for atiempting
to force such a Bill through when mem-
bers are not given lime even to read,
much less to consider it. Possibly the
Premier will say the Government have
not had time. That exense cannot be
considered for one moment. The Gov-
ernnient have Lad all this vear, and we
should have had the eleetions in Aay
and started this sitting in June. We
eannot expecl, however, any very great
amount of work from the Government,
far they seem to rely on their ability
gimply to say, “Marvellous progress,”
“leaps and bounds,” “Great increase in
agriculture,” “Great inerease in land
under enltivation,”” ““Bringing eapital
to the country,’”’ and, in fact, to make
optimistic speeches. The question as
far as the North is concerned at all
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events could be better dealt with by the
Government, leaving the boards out al-
together. The ideal methed of dealing
with it would be for a reclassifieation
and by making many divisions of the
pastoral lands.  The renis should be
raised pretly considerably on the good
land. Some of the money received from
these mcreased rents should be spent
in the destruction of vermin. By that
means the work would he done better,
the cost of collection would be consider-
ably less and T am sure the vesult would
be good for the whole of Western Aus-
tralia. This queston 5 oue every meri- -
ber of the House should give full con-
sideration to. The lands of the North
still belong to the pevple, for they are
unalienated, and whatever the State
docs to increase the valne will benefit
the State and not the private individual.
I shall not oppose the second reading
of the Bill, which however T think is
a very poor measure.

Mr. TAYLOR (M. Margaret): In
making a few observations on the second
reading of this ‘“poor’’ Bill, as it has
been described by the member who has
just resumed his seat, 1 desire to say
that the description of the Bill’s pov-
erty does not remove from my mind
the neccessity for its passage through
the Chamber. There is no doubi that
the urgeney of the measure justifies the
House in expediting its passage. That
speed need not necesarily interfere with
due deliberation and discussion of ihe
Bill when it renches the Committee
stage. 1 bave not had sufficient time
to go through the measure thoroughiy
vet, but I hope that, when the measure
is going through Committee, the Minis-
ter in charge of it will be able to give
the House all information on those
clauzes which they might think need al-
teration. Exeception has heen taken to
the mode of raising funds for the ad-
ministration of the Bill.  While the
measure sets forth that boards shall be
appointed, it still provides that the fax-
ing power shall be limited to a certain
exient. In acenrdance with the measare
the taxing power shall noi exceed 2s,
per 100 acres. We find that the lease-
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Liolders fhemselves have the vight of ap-

pointment to ihe board and that being
so one would think that people who have
the right to exercise their {ranchise
would know pretty well all about the
. persons they were going tu vote for as
members of the board and would not
be likely to eleet persons who would be
in favour of too heavy a tax, All the
money required te be raised Dby the
board is sufficient to earry out the neces-
sities of the meussure and to deal in a
satistactory manner with the vermin
trouble in the distriet. This Bill will
affect the whole of the State. So far
as the creation of vermin districts is
concerned, the Bill gives power to the
Governor-in-Couneil to declare any dis-
triet vermin-infected. Ef there be no
necessity for deelaring that distriet in-
fected I do not think that the Govern-
ment would advise that the distriet
should he proclaimed: consequently dis-
tricts that my friends on both sides of
the House have some fear of being cal-
led upon to destroy vermin in, should
there not be vermin in them, such a
thing would not be likely to oceur. I
do not know that any Government will
be anxious to issue instructions by Order-
m-Council and declare something for
some purpose when there is no neeessity
for it. 1 feel confident that the people
themselves” in the distriets interested,
when this Bill is put into operation,
will for their own protection at onee
apply to the Government or the Minis-
ter controlling this nieasore to declare

a eertain distriet infected under the Aet, -

and T feel confident if the representa-
tions made to the Minister are sufficient-
Iy strong to wavrant that being done the
Minister will have no hesitation in do-
ing so. If he refused to do so he would
not he the man to administer such a
measure. We also find that there are
objections taken to the mode of taxa-
tion. Some hon. members believe that
the prineiple adopted in some of the
Eastern States, that is the taxation of
stock and not the land, would be a bet-
ter prineiple of taxation to introduce
here. I believe that in Queensland they
tax according to the number of stoek held.
If there he country there which iz not
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fully stoeked T believe they then send as-
sessors who tax the full earrying capa-
city of the land. [f they do that and
the land he not slocked, well the hardship,
if it be a hardship, will apply to the men
in Queensland as it would apply to the
peuple in Western Australia if their land
were taxed. We propose to fax a man’s
land here not more than 2z per hundred
acres; | fail to see that that is going to
work a hardship. When we tax the land
we avoid the necessity of sending out
Governmenti officers to value and arrive
at decisions as to the carrying eapacity
of the land. That is what has to be done
in Queensland, and this measure here will
avoid that. 1 hope hon. members will
not think beeause we have in this House
rvepresentatives of pastoral and agrieul-
tural arveas, that when they are speaking
an this measure, they are doing so from
purely personal motives. One naturally
feels very strongly in a debate if he is
interested in the question. Hon. mem-
bers will recognise that if a proposition
comes bafore this Chamber dealing with
mining arveas, that the wining representa-
fives on this side of the House wax warm,
while they themselves may not have one
penny invested in any of the mining
ventures in the State. But they have
been 1wixed up with mining, they know
it thoroughly, and they are of necessity
spenking with warmth when they find it
is necessary to urge their arguments right
up to every point.

Mr. Scaddan: The arguments do not
always tell until the division bell rings.

My, TAYLOR: One finds then that
after speaking ot great length that he is
frozen right out. I hope, however, when
this measure is heing dealt with in Com-
mittes, we will find that hon.” members
on this side of the House, who perhaps
do not and cannot claim to represent agri-
cultural and pastoral interests, will not
allow this freezing proeess to take place,
bt will recognise ihe importance of the
neceseity for passing the measure. We
do know we have rabbits in some portions
of our State, and we know that there are
other parts that are free from rabbits.
In the settled and mixed farming areas
we know too that they have the native
dog pest. It has heen told tn ine re-
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peatedly by settlers that they have lost a
laree numher of sheep through the wild
dogs; in faet that they have made pur-
claszes of high-class stock to improve
their flocks and it has been found that
hatdly has the number been increased by
one before the dogs have got at them.
This Bill will protect the farmers; and
it will above all make everyone da his
ghare towards protecting his ueighbour.
One person will not be able to profit at
the expense of hig neighbonr as at pres-
ent. While T recognise from the speeches
delivered hy members who have had time
to move closely peruse this Bill than 1
have, that the Bill is not all we desire,
.yet I believe it i step in the right divec-
tion, and thai being so I will support the
second reading. 1 do hope that the Min-
ister will not rush it through Committee
to-night, and when the Bill comes before
Committee he will be bere armed with
evidenee in connection with the vital
elauses so as to prove conelusively that
the Bill is not going to work hardships on
people exeepting in the ordinary way.
The member for Gaseoyne pointed out
that very little legislation is ever passed
in any couniry that has not pressed beav-
ily at the outset on someone, and so it
would be with this, but there is urgeney
for the Bill and it is necessary it should
he passed this session. I am speaking
now in view of the session terminating
within a few short days. There is no
necessity, even though we are a few
weeks from Christmas, that because of
this fact business should cease. In my
opinion it should only eease during the
Christmas holidays and we shonld be
prepared to come back here the first or
second week in Jannary to pass these ur-
gent and necessary measures, and pass
them in such a way that they will be a
credit to Parliament.

Mr. Butcher: Do not forget that hunny
will not wait.

Mr. TAYLOR: Bunny has been travel-
ling in this State for a good many years,
and I do not think bunny will de much
harm between this and February if we
have not the time before Christmas to
give the measure and others that may
come forward that thought and eonsider-
ation they deserve. I do not think there
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is any necessity for dealing with the mea-
sure nnmediately and ecalling it hasty
legislation because we are nearing Christ-
mas. I hope the Bill will pass the second
reading, and I again desive to impress on
the Minister the necessity for not press-
ing it through ‘Committee to-night.

Me. MALE (Kimberley): Represent-
ing as I do one of the districts very much
interested in this Bill T would like to
make a few remarks. | think I was in-
strumental, through a telegram 1 sent a
few wonths ago frow Broome, in getting
this Bill introduced during the present
session.. The urgent necessity for earry-
ing this Bill through I think is obvious
to all. Pasteralists in this House and
generally throughoui the State have heen
demanding’this Bill fromn the Grovernment
for something like three years, and T be-
lieve it was anly by fhe representations
of the strong deputation, which waited
on the Minister a few weeks ago, that we
have this measure brought in during the
present session. My distriet is more par-
ticularly interested in this Bill inasmuch
as we lie outside the present rabbit-proof
fence, whereas most of the other distriets
lie inside the fence, and by thalt means
are considerably protected. The fence
as constructed at the present time, which
rung from North to South, has undoubt-
edly been the means of preventing rab-
bits getting into the more setiled portions
of the State as early as they would other-
wise have done. But at the same time
that fence has also had the effect of
sending rabbits into other portions of the
State that are unprotected, and has had
the effeet of driving them there several
years before they would otherwise have
gohe there. Rabbils are within the sei-
tled districts of Kimberley already, and
it would be absolutely fatal for the Gov-
ernment. to delay taking action. It is
not a guestion of waiting until next year,
it is a question of acting at once, and al-
though it may appear hasty legislation
to bring in a Bill one week and practi-
cally, as we hope to do, get it through
the House within another week, such a
course is, in my opinion, absolutely ne-
cessary. There is not the slightest doubi
that putting a Bill through in such a
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quick manner will have the effeet of ren-
dering portions of it not quite as useful
and as eorrveet as we should like fo see
them, but at the same time negleeting to
pass (his nieasure immediately would he
fatal. Personally 1 would have delayed
the passage of the Bill so that pastoral-
ists might have had an opportunity of
perusing il and giving us some of their
valuable opinions on it. But at the same
time rabbits are encroaching whilst we
are idle, and it is necessary that some-
thing should he done at once. Although
the present rabbit-proof fence has had
good effect, at the same lime I do not

think it would be advisable to continne

that policy for the future. In Jooking
through the Bill before the House I find
the principal feature contained therein is
the power (o constitute distriets boards
throughout the State where they are re-
quired. Tt appears to me that had a Bill
similar to this bheen introdueed in the
House ten years ago, there would not have
been (he same necessity for sueh a mea-
sure at the present time. And there
would not have been the fauli pointed
ont by the hon. member for Pilbara,
ariging in the extreme way in which it
will arise now; that is to say, the settlers
in the ouiside districts would not have
had to erect fences for the protection of
those settlers in more favoured parts. But
after all it appears to me that the great
principle of this Bill is that the Govern-
ment will provide the ways and means for
settlers to assist themselves in feneing in
and proteeting their properties. It
really amounts te this: that where we
have rabbits or dingoes or other pests in
a distriet it will be possible for the people
in that distriet to get a board constituted,
and they will be able by means of Gov-
ernment grants to fence in their runs.

My, Scaddan: Tt does not say that in
the Bill. ~

Mr. MALE: That is what it pl'actically-

amounts to.

Mr. Scaddan: No, it says loans, not
grauts, '

Mr. MALE: T mean a loan. It will
give an opportunity to those settlers of
fencing in their runs, which probably
they would not be able otherwise to do.
It 1akes a considerable amount of money
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to fence in anything like a large run,
but under the conditions of this Bill it
will be possible for these district boards
to obtain a loan from the Govermment;
and the settlers, instead of having to find
the full amount of the money as would
be the case without -the Bill, will be re-
quired to find anly the 5 per eent, interest
on the money required. It does appear:
to me that that provision of the Bill—
and it is practically the whole Bill—is n
good feature. It will enable the seitlers.
to do what they require; to erect the ne-
cessary fences o protect themselves fromr
the pests sueh as dingoes, rabbits, kan-
guroos, or whatever they may be. As for-
the details of the Bill, these will be dealt
with in Committes, and T vegret we have:
not had more time to consider them. The-
question of rating has been raised by cer-
tain hon. members and there seems to he:
a general opinion that the system intro-
duced here is not a satisfactory one. I
may say that the same thing appeared to
me when I first read the Bill. and it oc-
curred te me that it might be possible to-
have the rating levied on the acreage and
on the stock as well, leaving it to the dis-
cretion of the board to levy on whichever
may be the greater. T do not think there
would be any diffiealty in introducing the-
dual system of rating in the Bill. T sin-
cerely trust that this Bill will he aceepted
by hoth sides of the House as a non-party
measure. There are certainly no party
contentions contained in it. The country
renquires the Bill, and I think it is our-
duty to do all we can to pass it as quieki
as possible, and in the Committee stage:
to do whatever may be necessary to makea
of it a workable and a good Bill. I shall
give the Bill my support on the second
reading, and do all T can to assist it
through the Committee stage.

Mr. ANGWIN (East Fremantle):
When I eome aeross a Bill that intro-
duees the antiquated system of plural
voting it makes me look throngh it very
carefully to see whether the intentions of
the framers are expressed in the Bill. It
appears to me that this Bill does every-
thing except what it is intended to do. In
the first place if the hon, member for
Gascoyne (Mr. Butcher) had a board
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formed in his distriet, and those who are
outside that distriet refused fo rate them-
:selves for the express purposze of carry-
ing oub the requiremenis of this Bill,
there is no power whatever to enforee
them to sivike a rate. I am pleased
to hear that ihe small squatiers want to
assist themselves. Everything in this Bill,
I am pleased to say, has to be paid for by
the squatter. He has first to pay 5 per
cent. on the money for fencing if he
wishes to fence; and if lis land has a
goond deal of vermin upon it he is called
upon to clear it, and if he does not do so
the board will send others to clear it and
will ¢harge him with the cost.

The Hongrary Minister :
law to-day.

Mr. ANGWIN: And the Bill repeats
it. Rates are to be struck for the express
purpose of administering the Bill. If the
Queensland measure had been followed
more closely than it has been, steps wight
have been taken to provide for the en-
forcement of the rating in any distriet.
This is one of the failures of the Bill,
and T trust the Alinister will look
into it. (Cases have heen known where,
in large areas where roads baords existed,
they have had to be exempted from rat-
ing. If other beoards are formed in the
distriets they will exempt themselves from
this rating, and there is no power fo eall
upon them to strike a rate for the pur-
poses of this Bill. Even the hon. member
for Gaseoyne would not wish that they
should be made to pay heavy rates to keep
an area free when the Minister cannot
foree the people of the next area to assist
them.

The Honorary Minister: Oh. yes, he
can. Look at Clause 33.

Mr. ANGWIN: There is no power here
under which you can strike that rate as
provided in the Queensland Act. I only
trust that when the Bill is in Committee
some hon. member will bring in a clanse
under which it will be compulsory to
strike a rate for the purposes of this
Bill.

That is the

The HONORARY MINISTER (in
reply}: I would like te say a few words
in reply fo the eriticismn of hon. members.
T have listened to their criticism with a
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good deal of interest, the more so when
I find that very few have studied the
Bill. If the hon. member who has just
sal down had read the Bill he would
have seen that the Govermment have all
the power necessary to enforce the
provisions of this measure. 1f any board
1s lax in its duties the Government may
suspend that board and take upon them-
selves the administraiton of the Aet in
that particular distriet. Something has
been said in regmrd to rating. The hon.
member for Dundas (Mr. Hudson) ob-
jeets to the method propased. He says
in faet that the ratepayers 1o the roads
banrds who happen to live in the towns
cnuld also be rated under ihis measure,
If he will turn to Clavsé 12 he will find
that rhis is not so at all. A ratepayer
under this measure must own more than
100 acres of land. The hon. member for
Pilbara (Mr. Underwond)} ochjects to the
methed of taxation. I weuld like to say
that in South Anstralia the tax is against
the acre. There they have a tax of 5s.
per square mile with an exemption for
all lands under a quarter of a mile
square. In Queensland the tax is against
stock, but it is also provided that the
land is taxed up to its full earrying
capacity. 1 believe this Bill will be
found to be better than any similar Bill
in existence in the Australian States. If
hon. members have not had time lo read
this Bill I have, for I have worked at it
for several months and therefore know
something about it. If they will work
it out for a day or two, they will agree
with me that it is a very good Bill. What
we seek to do is to give the people who
have vermin, power to levy a rate in ar-
der that all might contribute as thev
shonld do. It is perfeetly obvious that
it wonld be useless to appeint a hoard
in a distriet that happens to be free
from vermin to make them eollect a tax
whieh they would have no pewer to
spend : because they have {o spend it in
the manner provided for in the Bill
Evervone will agree that already most
of us on the land are sufficiently taxed.
We do not want to be taxed unneces-
sarily, but we are quite ready to bhe tax-
ed for our mninal proteciion.. The hon,
member for Pilbara also referred to the
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area of land under cultivation in the
South-West portion of the State, I
think ihe hon. member said the other
day that we are travelling at a very slow
rate. If he will turn to the reeords he
will fiud that in 1905 we had 408,000
acres under cultivation. But he has not
read the whole of the tignres. He reads
ouly the first colunmm. He must go to
some other eolumns if he would have
the full information. Last year we had
under cultivation 646,000 acres, as
against the 408,000 acres of 1905. If
this be not a 60 per cent. increase I am
afraid the hon. member is right when
he says that our rate of progress is
slow. I will be very glad to receive any
amendments to this Bill  whieh hon.
wembers may propose. Buat T think it
would be a pity to alter this Bill unless
hon. members arve going to give every
clanse very serious consideration indeed.
It has heen a most diffienlt measure to
draft and it iz an excellent measaure,
well ealeulated to perform the purposes
required of it. We have full power to
appoint a board wherever it is neces-
sary. If hon. wembers will read the
Bill, they will see that every good pro-
vision contained in the Acts of the East-
ern States has been adopted by us, and
that we have added a good deal that
the framers of these other Acts have
overlooked.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL—EARLY CLOSING AMEND-

MENT.
"In Committee. .

Resumed from the previons day; Mr,
Daglisl in the Chair, the Attorney Gen-
eral in charge of the Bill,

Clause 3—Memuorial for alteration of
days—[An amendment had been moved
by Mr. Draper providing for a poll of
the Assembly electors in any district] :

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The ob-
ject of the amendment was to substi-
tute electors of an electoral distriet for
ratepayers in a municipal distriet. At
present the boundaries of the early clos-
ing distriets were co-terminns with the
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boundaries of munieipal districts and
certain roads hoard distriets, but the
houndaries of electorates were not so.
For instance, the Balkatta electoral dis-
trict extended as far as Wanneroo, but
the early closing district was the Leed-
erville wunicipal distriet. Similarly the
Swan electorate extended to Armadale,
whereas portion of the Swan roads dis-
triect formed the early elosing distriet.
If we aceepted the amendment we would
be placed in an extraordinary position
becanse we would have Lo prepare
special rells. and wounld then have to
find out who on the electoral volls re-
sided in the early closing distriets. It
would be an enormons expense, and
probably the result attained would be
inaccurate.

Mr. dngwm: Not if you pass the
amendment, of which T have given notiee.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: One
could not deal with all the amendments
on the Notice Paper. It would not be
advisable to have the opinion of the peo-
ple of Armadale about what it was pro-
posed to do in Perth. The amendment,
therefore, could not be accepted. The
hon. member claimed that the amendment
would widen the area of those to decide
the question, but the ratepayers certainly
represented in a large sense the opinion
of the settled portion of the population.
The ratepayers were not owners, they
were oceupiers, and if the ratepayers de-
cided the guestion it was not possible to
say the jury was not a representative one.

Mr. BATH: The Attorney General
was like the boy who put his finger in the
heehive and found the result of disturbing
a peaceful state of affairs was not very
pleasant. The proclamation the Guvern-
ment had issued had disturbed a satis-
factory and peaceful condition of affnirs,
and had stirred up innumerable diffieulties
in endeavouring te put the matter once
more on a satisfactory basis. There was
difficulty in saying the metropolitan area
was to consist of certain munieipalities
and then seeking to secure a referendum
of the electors within that area when the
municipal boundaries were not co-ter-
minus with the electoral houndaries; but
it was not an insuperable obstacle, be-
canze we ecould adopt the suggestion em-
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bodied in the amendment on the Notice
Paper in the name of the mewber for
‘East Fremantle and constitute a metro-
politan distriet to include all of what
might he termed the metropolitan eleeto-
rates, and then apply the principle of the
referendwmn to the electorates in that dis-
trict. That amendment should he con-
sidered in conjunetion with the amendment
of the member for West Perith. The latter
asked that the electors in a distriet should
-vote by referendum; the member for
East Fremantle asked that the metro-
politan area should be one district con-
sisting of certain electorates. Standing
by itself we could nut accept the sugges-
- —tion -of .the member for West Perth, and
make provision for a referendum in say.
Perth witheut involving a large amount
of expense in preparing rolls to include
the electors within the distriet contem-
plated by the member for West Perih.
It wonld be necessary to have someone go
throngh the electoral rolls and pick out
the different sireets, or to have eanvassers
or census-takers to prepare volls of the
electors in the particular distriet speeified
by the hon. member. Certainly there
would be a heavy expense involved in
order to secure a verdiet on this question
unless we accepted the amendment sug-
cested by the member for East Freman-
tle by which the existing electoral rolls
econld bhe nutilised, it would merely
be an amalgamation of the rolls for the
varions electoral distriets, and the only
thing that wonld be necessary would be
to provide machinery by which the elec-
tors conld express an opinion on the ques-
tion, This was a matter that concerned
the electors and not the ratepayers.

Mr. DRAPER: The object of the
amendment was to give the electors the
right to decide in any one district what
should be the closing day. The electors
in any one distriet were the best people
to, judge as to the interests of that par-
ticular district. At present Claremont
was a distriet, and East Fremantle, Mid-
fand Junction, South Perth, Perth, and so
on, were districts: but there were many
distriets in the area which the mem-
her for East Fremantle proposed to in-
clude in one distriet whose interests were
not necezsarily identical with the interests
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of the whole area. There was no need to
define any boundaries or to go to the
expensé if the amendment before the
House were adopted. Under the Bill
there was provision for joining several
districts te form one distriet; and Perth,
North Perth, West Perth and East Perth
being identieal in interests, there could be
no difficulty in taking a poll on the elee-
toral rolls of those constituencies. On
the other hand it did not follow that the
interests of all the districts from Midland
Junefion to Fremantle were identieal.
Therefore, until he could hear further
argument ou the subjeef, he considered
that it wonld bhe defeating the whole

.object. of hiz amendment.if we were to

make it one big distriet from Fremantle
to Midldnd Junetion.

Mr. BATH: The Perth electoraies
mentioned by the hon. member were not
co-terminus with municipal distriets, and
if the hon. member's snggestion were
adopted we would be in the position of
having & shop on one side of a street
opening and a shop on the other side of
the same street closing.

Mr. DRAPER: There should be no
difliculty in joining these electorates.
Subiaco might also be included. Fre-
mantle might very well be joined with
Claremont and Cottesloe, and perbaps
Midland Junetion could be joined with
North Perth. He had no opinion to
express on that matter at this juncture.
If the amendment of the member for
East Fremantle were carried and there
were but the one distriet in the metro-
politan area, where the interests of the
various localities were eonflicting—it was
very seldom that the interests of Perth
and Fremantle agreed—the result of the
adoption of the prineiple wonld be that
the interests of all the suburbs would con-
trol the interests of Perth, and the inler-
ests of the suburban shopkeepers and
assistants would control those of the Perth
shopkeepers and assistants.

AMr. BOLTON: When supporting the
amendment of {ihe member for West
Perth on the previons evening he had
been of opinion that the intention was to
join all the districts from Fremantle to
AlGdland  Junetion. Evidently. however,
there was a httle of the lightning change
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artist about the hon. member, for he ow
sald he had no idea of combining all
these distriets into one, The amendment
as it stood was unworkable and was cer-
tainly not aceeptable to him., It would
he absurd to allow the Governor-in-Coun-
cil power to join certain distriets. Let
there be one metropolitan distriet. In
that event no expense would be caused,
as the rolls of the electoral distriets he-
tween Fremantle and Midland Junetion
eould be used for o referendum. Possi-
bly if the word “any,” in referving to
“any distriet” was struck out of the
antendhitent of the inember for West. Perth
and then the amenchnent of the member
for Kast Fremantle was carried, the posi-
tion would be net.

Mr. Seaddun: But there are other dis-
triets besides Fremantle and Perth, and
if the word “any” were struek out the
elanse could not he made to apply to
them.

Mr. BOLTON: Was it the desire of
members that the elause shonld extend
outside the metropolitan area? Person-
ally he was of opinion that the Commitiee
were dealing' solely with that area.

Mr. Bath: There is no objection to the
goldfields people having a referendum if
they want it. )

Mr. BOLTON: If that were so the
word “any” wonld have to be retained in
the amenchnent of the memher for West
Perth and then it would be wise for the
further amendment of the member for
East Fremantle to be carried. It would
be absurd in the extreme if the distriets
in the metropolitan area were separated,
for it might be that in East Perth there
would be a declaration to open late on
Saturday and in North Perth to open late
on Friday.

Mr. Bath: The shops one side of the
street might be open on Saturday night
and those on the other side of the street
on Friday night.

Mr. BOLTON: That was so. There
should be a division of the districts in the
metropolitan area.

M. GILL: Tt would be well to remind
the members for West Perth and Perth
that they were not the only members to
represent the City.
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My, Brown: You do not represent lhe
City.

Mr. GILL: The distriet of Balkatta
contained a portion of the City, and he
had the honour to represent it. He
claimed to represent all his electors,
whether capitalists or workers. The
member for West Perth was evidently not
conversant with the boundaries of the
electurates he mentioned for he suggested
that West Perth, Perth, East Perth and
North Perth should form one distriet,
North Perth ineluded portion of the City,
portion of the North Perth munieipality
and portion of the Perth and Bayswater
roads hoards, while the Balkatta elee-
torate contained portions of the inunici-
palities of Leederville, North Perth, and
the City. It would be impossible to com-
bine those electorates and wake them one
distriet, for it might happen if that were
done that, as the Leader of the Opposi-
tion had said, one side of the street
would favour closing on one day and the
ather side of the street the other,

BMr. Brown: There ave no shops in the
Perth Roads Board distriet.

Mr. GILL: The proposal of the mem-
ber for East Fremantle wns the only rea-
sonable solution of the difficulty and it
would be well for the member for West
Perth to accept it. The member for
Perth claimed that the people in the City
were not in favour of closing on Satur-
day. If that were so, there was no rea-
gon whey he shouid refuse to allow a ref-
erendum on the question, for then a de-
ciston would be arrived at. What we
wanted was to give the people dealing
in the shops an opportunity of saying if
they preferred Friday or Saturday shop-
ping. If the suggestion on ‘the Notice
Paper were carried, the question would
be settled.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: After
hearing the argwinents raised by the vari-
ous speakers as to the distriets which
should be included in what was called the
metropelitan area, the question naturally
arose as to why ather electoral districts
than those mentioned should not e in-
cluded. For instance why should the
electorate of Swan not be one of those
in the metropolitan area? It was very
certain that the people of Midland Junc-
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tion, for instance, did a great deal of
iheir shopping in Perth, while he was in-
formed on good authority that a large
nuimber of people came from the far side
of the ranges, even from Beverley, to
shop in the City. Why therefore should
they not be allowed to have a say in the
matfer?  Why should the electorates
mentioned—those lying between Freman-
tle and Midland Junetion—be specially
picked vut, unless there were some par-
ticular purpose to be served by it?

Yir, Bath: That area would be for all
practical purposes identical with the area
meniioned in the 1904 Aet.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No
area was eonstituted under that Aet, which
simply made a number of nmnicipalities
and roads boards districts without pro-
clamation,

Mr. Johnson: The area mentioned in-
cludes that which has been already de-
monstrated to work in harmony; the area
whieh asked for a settlement of the ques-
tion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
was no real veason why the electorates
of Swan and Feverlev should not he
ineluded with those mentioned.

Mr. Gill: You told us last night that
the conditions in Kalgoorlie were dif-
ferent.

The ATTORNEY GEXNERAL: There
was a great descrt between the agricul-
tural districts and the goldfelds and
this formed a natural boundary. He
did not propose that his elaim for the
inclusion of other electorates should
apply to places so far East as the gold-
fields: He was endeavouring to try and
understand how it would be practicable
to give effect to the proposals made by
members in connection with the com-
bination of certain electorates to form
one district, but the more he looked into
them the more impracticable they seem-
ed.

Mr. Bath : You bailt up the difficul-
fies for yvourself.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It must
appear that the difficulties were ereated
by an attempt to do something not pos-
sible in the natural order of events.
The proposal te have the decision left
in the hands of the
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formed a representative body, although
not such a wide jury as the electors,
was one easy of accomplishment. Tt
could be done at once and it was ad-
visable for members to turn their atten-
tion to what could be acomplished eas-
ily, rather than to waste their time and
that of the House in discussing propo-
sitions impossible fo earry out in the
future.

Mr. DRAPER: It was hard to imag-
ine how the member for North Fremantle
had been misled, considerirg that he was
anxious for Lim(Mr. Draper) to accept
an alteralion to the amendment pro-
pesed the previons evening, | was
evident that the hon. member failed to
appreéiate what that amendment was.
1t applied to auy distriet that was a
distriet under the Act. At the recent
election he advocated that a poll should
be taken of the people in the Legisla-
tive Assembly districls. The member
for Norih Fremantle said he understool
that meunt the whole of the distriet
from Fremantle to Midland Junstion;
bui if anything were said the previons
evening which served to mislead the hon.
member as he had indieated, that should
be taken as withdrawn, for it must be
distinctly understood that he eould not
accept the proprsed amendment of the
member fur Tast Fremantle. There
could be no reason why there should not
be a melropolitan area, but it was un-
necessary to say now what electorates
should be included.

Mr. Bolton: Tt would he better to have
that in the Act than to give the power
to the Governor-in-Couneil.

Mre. DRAPER: The electoral distriets
to be ineluded under the Bill could well
be left to the Government of the day.
Local interests must from time to time
differ, but if a distriet were defined by
hard and fast lines in the measure, it
wonld bhe impossible to alter it as cir-
cumstances required. It would bhe ab-
surd to say that West Perth for instance
should be a distriet for the purpose of
the Early Closing Aect. But the dift-
culty could be got over if members
passed Clause 4 of the Bill, or a veason-
able amendment might be proposed.
He must definitely siate to the Committee
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that if anyone supoprted the amendment
on a misunderstanding, he did not under-
take to sopport the proposed amend-
memt of the member for East Premautle.
He would stick to the wording of his
amendment as proposed on the previous
night.

The CHAIRMAN: The disenssion in
regard o districts was somewhat irreg-
ular. The matter could be discussed in
the next eclanse. He was not anxious
to curfail members’ remarks, but would
point out that the clanse did not relate
at all to the question of districts.

AMr. JOHNSON : Members were antiei-
pating a disenssion that they wonld have
an opportunity of taking part in when
the member for East Fremantle brought
forward his amendment. The Commit-
tee could now pass with advantage the
amendment moved by the member for
Waest Perth! If the Committee did that,
miembers couvld then argue wheiher it
would be advisable to group all these
clectorates in the manner outlined by
the member for East Fremantle, calling
it the metropolitan area, Personally he
had strong reasons why that shonld be
done. Members should now proceed to
vote on the amendment moved by the
member for West Perth and then get on
to the diseussion of the grouping of these
distriets.

Mr. SWAN: On the previous eveniny
he understood the Attorney General to
say that he was prepared to aceepi
““electors’’ instead of the ‘‘ratepayers®’
as the people who should determine the
half-holiday.
tirely opposed to the proposal that the
matter should be left to the ratepayers.
If it was submitted to the ratepayers
a large nomber in his electorate who
were deeply interested in the matter
would have no voice. He would point
out to the member for Perth that he
(Mr. S8wan) had the hononr of repre-
senting just as many City electors as the
hon. member. notwithstanding that he
was the memher f£or Perth, and he
strongly aopposzed the views put forward
by that member.

Mr. ANGWIN: If any member of the
Ministry had laken the same interest
as he had done in times gone by in re-
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gard to getting a memorial of ratepayers,
the Government would noi have intro-
duced the Bil. We knew how ridiculous
the licensing law was with regard to the
definition of areas. As a rule an area
was defined by magisirates, bat he had
repeatedly been compelled to (ry and
get a majority of ratepayers to deal
with the licensing guestion; and he knew
of the diffieulty that was expevienced.
The Bill threw on those who wished to
alter the day of opening or closing shops,
the onus of going round and getting a
majority of the whole of the ratepayers
of the distriet. No matter where per-
sons were, or whether they were dead
and buried, some one had to be got to
make up for them. The absurdity of
putting such a provision in the Bill
showed elearly that the Government had
no intention of meeting the wishes of
those who were interested in the alter-
ation in the metropolitan area. It was
merely a clause put in for the purpose
of defeating the object which the people
desired. It was put through, so that
the Government might say, “We are
with vou; we believe in the Saturday
half-holiday, but we will try and bring
in a clause to prehibit von from earry-
ing it into effeel.’’ The member for
West Perth had moved an amendment
which would get over the diffienlty, and
now it appeared that he was sorry he
had spoken.

Mr. Bath: The Committee could earry
the clause under discussion and then
we could get on to the next one.

Mr. ANGWIN: The amendment was
something to the ¢redit of the member
for West Perth.

Mr, BROWN : Tt would be better if the
Bill were referred te a select commit-
tee, or the old Bill might be allowed to
stand with the alterations that the shop-
keepers be given the power tn select the
half-holiday and the substitution of
““electors’’ for ““ratepayers.’’

Mr. BATH : Hon. members should
understand what a delay would take
place if the suggestion to refer the Bill
to a select committee were fo be earried.
It would make it impossible for this

.Parliament to deal with the question of

Early Closing, and either shounld

we
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have 2 merely formal consideration
by the seleet commitiee without the
opportunity of ealling evidence, or if
evidence were called we would delay it
bevond the possibility of earrying it this
session, and we would then hand over
the position to the minority in Perth
who wanted io get back to the Wednes-
day holiday.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
Bill were dealt with in the simple, clear,
and itnelligent form in which it was
printed there would be small secope for in-
quiry by a select committee, but it mem-
bers were gotug to introduce ideas which
were mueh wider in extent than the
amendmmenf, then the Committee wonld

simply be in the position that they
must have an inquiry. For that
reason it would be hetter to take a

simple and ready remedy rather than
look for one which might be more per-
fect, but which might be more eompli-
cated and would put the Bill into the
position which would render it neces-
sary to receive further consideration.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. DRAPER moved an amendment—

That in line 14 of Clause 3 the word
“memorial” be struck out and “poll’
inserted in liew.

Amendment passed.
Mr. DRAPER moved a further am-
endment-—

That in line 14 of Clause 3 the word
“presented” be struck out and “taken”
inserted in lieu.
Amendment passed;

amended agreed to.
Clanse 4—Power to unite districts:
Mr. ANGWIN moved an amendment

That the follounng words be added to
the clause:— The electoral districts of
Pertk, North Perth, West Perth, East
Perth, Canning, Fremantle, South Fre-
mantle, Eas! Fremantle, North Fre-
manile, Guildford, Balkatta, Claremont,
and Suliiaco are hereby united into one
distriet by the name of the Metropoli-
tan District for the purpose of this Act.

The area which was inclnded in the am-
endment would not add considerably as
far as the population of the distriets
was concerned. It would also save a
great expense in the preparation of rolls,

the clause as
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and would cavry out what he believed
was the intention of the Colonial Secre-
tary, when he first granted the Satur-
day half-holiday. -1t was well known
to hon. members at that time that he re-
fused to allow the closing of shops in
one particular district unless a deeision
was arrived at by all the traders through
out the metropolitan area from Midland
Junetion to Fremantle, It showed clear-
ly that as far as the Minister was con-
cerned his infentions would be found to
he embodied in the amendment pro-
posed. Net only would the amendment
be in accordance with the position the
Minister had taken up, but it would
give the right to vote to a large body of
electors whose intevests were identieal. . -

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
effect of the clause was that the Gover-
nor might from time to fime unite any
two or more districts whose interests
wevre identical. But the proposal of the
hon, member was to make a hard and
fast grouping of certain districts whose
interests he alleged to be identical. What
the Colonial Secretary had done when
the original petition was presented to
him was to hold over the proclamation
in view of the faet that he had been in-
formed that all the several distriets
were going to bring in similar petitions.
That had heov fhe only reasen for the
delay. Here, however, they had a dif-
ferent set of facts altogether. They were
asked to amalgamate all these districts
intc one whole in order that the two ends
might domineer the rest. Up to a cer-
tain point it was not desirable to have
the opinions of too small an area; but
on the other hand they could have an
area far too large. The clause as it
stood would enable adjustments to be
made from time to time as necessary,
whereas the hon. member would render
necessary to any readjustment an amend-
ment of the Aect, )

Mr. BATH: There was an extraor-
dinary variety in the facts advaneed by
the Attorney General in elucidation of
the attitude of the Colonial Secretary
in regard to this question. The Attor-
nex CGeneral had been doing nothing else
but explaining the varied and variegated
attitudes of the Colonial Secretary. As
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a matter of faet those who were most
interested in the petition and who in the
first instance had presented one with
signatures from a "circumscribed area
had said that the prayer of that petition
was refused, and that the Chief Inspee-
tor of Faetories, Mr. Vincent, had de-
clared that until the petitioners went
to the shopkeepers right through the
metropolitan area and secured the sig-
natures of a majority they had no
ehanee whatever of having the petition
granted. Whatever may have been the
cireumstances leading up to it, it was
practieally certain that the Colonial
Seeretary had "on ihat oceasion recog-
nised the unity of interests throughout
the metropelitan area., That being so
what was there unreasonable, or opposed
to the procedure already adopted by the
Colonial Secretary, in the request that
those distriets should now be united in
one area, and give an opportunity of
deeiding this question for a period
which would prevent its re-oceurrence
for some little time to come. The mem-
ber for West Perth had led other hon.
members to believe that in the proposal
which he submitied he was in favour of
the metropolitan area heing polled on
this question. In any case if the amend-
ment now before the House were not
adopted there would be further diver-
geneies of opinions and of attitudes and
actions in the future. Shopkeepers on
one side of a street would be found to
be in one electorate, while those on the
opposite side would be in another; and
there would be nothing to prevent the
spectacle of one side of the streel being
open to business while the other was
closed. :

Mr. HOPKINS: There could be no
community of interest at all between,
say, Perth and some of its suburhs. He
preferred the idea set forth by the mem-
ber for West Perth. Certain groups of
distriets should, he thought, contrel
their own actions in the matter. At
Guildford were to be found business
hounses of 40 or 50 yvears' standing, the
bulk of whose trade lay in the country
districts, whereas in Perth the trade was
restricted largely to the people of Perth.
Many of the customers of the Guildford
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bouses resided probably at Bunbury or
at Beverley. Was it fair that guotlying
districts should he dominated by Perth.
It would be very muech more reasonable
if Perth were allowed 1o determine its
own question, while Fremantle and sub-
urbs did likewise.

Amendment put, and a. division taken
with the following resnif:—

Avyes .- .. ..o 22
Noes .. .. .19
Majority for .. 3
AVYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Hudson
Mr. Barnett Mr. Jobnson
Mr. Bath Mr. O’Loghlen
Mr. Bolton Mr. Osbarn
Mr. Colller Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Davies Mr. Swan
Mr. Foulkes Mr., Tayior
Mr. GiIl Mr. Underwoed
Mr. Gourley Mr. Walker
Mr. Holman Mr. A. A Wilson
Mr. Horan Mr. Heitmann
(Teller).
NaoEs.
Mr. Brown Mr. Male
Mr. Butcher Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Monger
Mr. Driper Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. Gregory Mr. Nanson
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Plesse
Mr. Hayward | Mr. Price
Mr. Jacoby Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Keenan Mr. Gordon
Mr. Layman (Talilcr}.

Amendment thus passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 5—Repealing: ]
Mr. SCADDAN moved an amend-
ment—

“That in line 1 the words ‘and three’
be inserted after ‘two.

This was an amendment placed upon the
Notice Paper by the member for Subiaco.
The ohject was t0 repeal the subsection
of the prineipal Act, which niade it neces-
sarv for ghop assistants to woail until 6
o’clock on a Saturday or on the day the
half-holidav was held should there be a
public holiday during the course of the
week. It also provided that shops could
remain open till 10 o’clock at night on
Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve.
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There was no reason why shop assistants
should be deprived of their weekly half-
holiday on aceount of there being a whole
holiday during the week. There could be
no gain in business by making the shop
assistants work on Saturday afternoon, so
that in the cirenmstances it seemed merely
taking it out of the shop assistanis.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
amendment being somewhat beyond the
intent of the Bill, if we passed it there
would be a risk of the measure not pas-
sing into law. Further than that there
were no complaints about the custom pre-
vailing that when theve was a whole holi-
Aday in the week the shops should remain
open till 6 o’elock on the day on which
the half-holiday was usually held. Again,
we all knew that on Christmas Eve and
New Year’s Eve purchases were made to
a late hour in the night; these nights
being the great shopping carnival of the
¥year for many people.

Mr. Scaddan: A nice earnival for the
shop assistants. ’

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
jmpossible for one party to be served and
for the other party not to be there.to
serve them. No amount of sophistry
could set aside the faet that Christias
Eve and New Year's Eve were the great
oceasions of the year when people went
shopping. It was a festival that had
come down to us from antiquity, and one
could not realise that the shop assistants
would object to working late on these two
oceasions. At any rate the hon. member
should not endanger the passage of the
Bill by overloading it.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Avyes .. .. 18
Noes ‘e .. .. 23
Majority against .. 5
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Johnson
Mr. Bath Mr. (’Loghlen
Mr. Boiton Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Colller Mr. Swan
Mr. GilI l Mr. Taylor
Mr. Goulley y Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hoiman ! Mr. Walker

Mr. Horan ©Mr
Mr. Hudson |

A. A, Wilson
Mr. Helimann
(Teller).

{16)
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NoEs.

Mr. Barnett ‘ AMr. Jacoby

Mr. Brown }  Mr. Keenan

Mr. Butcher [ Mr. Male

Mr. Cowcher i Mr. Mitehell

Mr. Davies Mr. Monger

Mr. Dreper ! Mp. N, J. Moorn

Mr. Foulkes Mr. Naunsen

Mr. Gordon Mr. Osborn

Mr. Gregory Mr. Piesse

Mr. Hardwick Mr. F. Wilson

Mr. Hayward Mr. Layman

Mr. Hopklus | 1 Tetier).

Ainendment thus negatived.

Clanse put and passed.

New clause—Dairy produce shops:

Mr. ANGVIN moved, Thai the follow-
ing be added tu stand as Clause G6—

“Part 1. of Schedule One of the
Amending det, 1904, is amended by
omitting the words ‘dairy  produce
shops.””

The idea was to vemove dairy produce
shops from the schedule of exempt shops.
Most people were aware that dairy pro-
duce shops and grocers’ shops were alinost
identical. TIn faet there was nof a gro-
cery establishment in the menopolitan
area that did not deal in dairy produce,
such as eggs, butter, baecon. cheese, eteet-
era.  These were not perizshable goods.
Some (e ago the department decided
that shops thar sold bacon and eces were
not to be exempt. There was alinost a
riot at Fremantle on one oeeasion because
a grocer opened his place for the purpose
of selling bacon and eges on a Saturday,
and several persons were arrested and
fined in connection with the matter. While
grocers bad to close on certain days set
apart for holidays. other persons dealing
in dairy produce were allowed fo remain
open. That state of affairs should not
he allowed Lo continne. The Supreme
Court had decided that bacon and eegs
were the produce of the dairy, and conse-
quently the decision of the Colonial Secre-
iary that shops dealing in those products
should not be exempt was set aside. It
was desirable that all shops selling the
produets should be put on the same foot-
ing,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
only object of the measure was io deal
with the froublesome question of early
closing on Saturday or Wednesday, and
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if the House dealt with that question
satisfactorily, enough would have been
done. It would be a pity to have this
good work risked by bringing in matters
which would be very suitable to introduce
on some other oceasion, He hoped the
amendment wonld be withdrawn,

New clause put and negatived.

New c¢lause—Proelamation:

My. HUDSON moved, that the follow-
ing he added to stand as Clause 6—

The proclamation made by the Gou-
ernor under the Early Closing Act,
1902, on the 28th day of October, 1908,
and published in the “Government

" Gazette” of the 13th October, 1908, is
hereby annulled.

In moving the elause he was actuated by
a desire to help the Government out of a
diffienlty. It was elearly stated by the
Aftorney General on the previous day
that it was his opinion and that of the
law authorities that it was impossible to
annul the proclamation. The Minister
added that although the Premier and he
were willing to annul it, it counld not be
done. It became necessary, therefore, al-
most as a conseguential amendment, that
the new clause should be carried. The
proclamation was published on the mem-
orial of the Perth distriet, while the on-
ginal proclamation was published on
the memorial of the metropolitan area.
An amendment had now been carried
providing that the closing day should be
declared by the electors of the metropoli-
tan area—not only by those in the Perth
district. To give proper effect to that we
should allow ihe present state of affairs
to continue, and the only way to do so,
in view of the opinion expressed by the
Crown Law authorities, was to pass the
new clause. The Aftorney General could
not say it was not within the power of
Parliament to override a proelamation,
although it might not be within the power
of the Colonial Secretary to do so. If
the clanse were carried matters would be
lefi as they now were, and would remain
so until the electors of the metropolitan
area had voiced their opinion.

The CHAIRMAN : With regard to the
proposed new clause, he felt some degree
of doubt as to his right to aceept it, be-
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cause it infroduced a novel procedure into
legislation if Parliament passed sections in
Acts of Parliament dealing with the exe-
cutive aels of responsible Ministers. The-
proper course of procedure was to pro-
ceed by motion when the desive was to
give directions to Ministers on certain
matters, The question was a novel one,
and before he distinetly ruled he eould
not aceept it, he was quite willing to
afford members an opportunity to en-
lighten him on the matter. His present
opinion was that it was not a clause that
in its present shape he conld accept and
submit to the Committee. |

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
procedure established in the new clause
was an absolutely new one, Not only
that, but it was also objectionable to ask
the House to pass as a clause of a Bill
something which was nothing more than
a resolution disallowing an act of a
Minister.

Myr. Angwin: You say the Ministry are
compelled under the present Aect.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Besides
that, the new clause had no logical force
whatever. What was the position? If
the new clause were tacked on to the Bill
and the measure became law, then the Aet
immediately superseded the existing law,
or rather that portion of it to which the
amending measure referred. Under
Clause 2 there was an option as between
Friday and Satarday closing given to
the shopkeepers. Under Clause 3 the
question to  be determined, when de-
ternined apart from the provision made
in Clause 2, was settled by the vote of the
electors, . There would be no possible
use for this clause; it had no advantage
whatever. Bills were vehicles for con-
veying rules and regnlations for govern-
ing certain dnties in. onr community. T
was not a vebicle for conveying the dis-
allowance of a partienlar act of a par-
tieular Minister.

Mr. Hudson: If is a way out of a diffi-
culty.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No
way out of the difficulty was required:
all we wanted to do was to get rid of sug-
gestions which were, in his opinion, eal-
culated to destroy the measure, and he
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hoped the House would debate it no fur-
ther.

Mr. WALKER: The Chairman, he did
not think, had gaihered much informa-
tion from the remarks of the Atforney
-General. He did not know any funetions
of Parliament in the course of its exist-
.ence more decidedly within its province
than that of eorrecting Ministerial acts.
‘The whole of our laws were based on the
fact that we had the right to correct
Ministries, regulate Governors, and
even to regulate Kings in tbeir relation-
ship to the House. He was sure the
Aftorney General had not studied wmueh
constitutional history. What was Mag-
na Charia but ap instruction from Par-
liament in the regulation of Ministries,
in  the annulment of Ministerial aets,
and all the way through, Parliamentary
history was based on that principle,
that the two Houses were snpreme and
could annul any aet whatever committed
as a Ministerial prerogative.  Repeat-
edly Bills had been introduced for the
sole purpose of checking some Minister-
jal arrogance or the usurpation of au-
thority.

The Attorney General: What about
the Ministerial act which is authorised
by an existing Act of Parliament?

Mr. WALKER: The Atiorney Gene-
ral raised iwo quetions which were
scarcely appropriate. One was whether
the proclamation was in accordance
with an Act of Parliament. He (Mr.
‘Walker) pointed ont it was not in ae-
cordance with an Aect of Parliament—

The CHAIRMAN: The Committee
had to discuss, not the power of Parlia-
ment in relation to the control of Min-
istries, but purely whether this method
of dealing with a proelamation was
justified by precedent. He was quite
prepared to hear precedents for acecept-
ing such a motion, and for that reason
he had delayed rejecting ii until he had
heen afforded the opportunity of hear-
ing hon. members.

Mr. WALKER: In his study of con-
stitutional history he had been under
ihe impression all throngh that one of
the provisions of the House of Com-
mons was that it was at libertv to in-
"lroduce matters that were condemnatory
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of Ministerial aets. Auihorities weni so
far baek, as he had already stated, to
Magna Charta. Every act of Parlia-
ment was a correetion to the Ministers,
and he submitied that this particular
amendment was specially appropriate to
the situation. It was ineidental to the
very course of this debate. One argu-
ment must weigh, and it was that there
was at the present time a proclamation
outstanding; that proclamation would
come into operation, unless it were an-
nulled, on the 1st December. Now we
had passed already in the course of this
Bill  subject-matier inconsistent with
that proelamation that was oufstanding,
and ii was the duty of members to annul
whatever had been done that we might
be consistent in the work os far as we
proceeded. He would submit ihis argu-
ment, ihat in the course of the passing
of this Biil members had repealed Acts
of Parliament. Members had taken
means of repealing Aects of Parliaments,

“or portions of Acts, and wonld it be

argued that if this body had the power
to annul such a thing, the very highest
form of mandatory power, that members
had not the power fo correet or annul
a Ministerial act? Members had that
power and they had exerecised it in the
course of the consideration of the meas-
ure. He sobmitted, having the power
to repeal the very Act upon which the
proclamation was based, having repealed
part of that Aet, members had the power
to annul the proclamation; and as the
proclamation, if 1t were allowed to con-
tinne, would he inconsistent with the
work members had done as far as they
had proceeded, in order to make their
work logical and consistent, we shounld
be obliged to repeal or annul the pro-
clamation,

The CHATRMAN: Ii was his inten-
tion to aceept the proposed new elause,
althongh still having some doubt about
the propriety of doing so. He would ac-
cept it in order to give the fullest oppor-
tunify to the Committee of expressing
an opinien. Words of the sort shonld
be embodied in a motion o be submit-
ted to the House as a whole, in the form
of a direction to the Administration. If
the effect of the proposed classe were
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intended to be reached by a clause in

the Bill the usual method of wording it

should have been adopted. However,
he was not prepared to rule the clause
out if the hon. member preferved to put
it in the form in which it had been sub-
mitted.

Mr. HUDSON was prepared to accept
the Chairman’s suggestion and would
amend the clause.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL desired
to call attention to Clamse 2 which had
been passed by the Committee to the
effect that until altered in pursuance of
the Aect the days on whieh the shops
should close at one o'clock and ten
o’clock respectively should be Friday
and Saturday, aceording to.the choice of
the shopkeeper. It would be seen there-
fore, that the Commitiee had already
made provision in the Bill for a state of
affairs which was to exist nntil altered
in pursuance of the Aci; the alteraiion
being
namely, by a poll taken of the electors.
He submitted that the clanse having
been passed could not be amended in
the manner suggested. It would make
eonfugion worse confounded, and the
Bill was bad enough.

Mr. BATH: The Attorney General it
seemed had failed fo recognise that the
clanse the Committee had carried was
in confliet with the preclamation. The
effect of the clause was to override the
proclamation in order to give the Bill
an opportuinity of eoming into force.
The very argument advanced by the At-
torney General against the proposed
new clause applied also te the proclama-
tion which was in confliet with the
clanses already earvied.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Hon,
members appeared ‘to be under an im-
pression that if the Committee accepted
the new clause proposed by the member
for Dundas it would come info foree at
once before the Bill beecame law. It was
not so. Furthermore, under Section 2
of the Bill there had heen provided a
set of circumstances which was to pre-
vail until the poll was taken as provided
for in Clause 3. The effect was a nullity.
There was no effect at all.

[ASSEMBLY.]

that provided for in Clanse 3,

Privilege.

Mr. Bolton: But i3 the clause not ne-
cessary? Supposing the Bill passed an-
other place next week.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In
suech event Clause 2 would put an end
to the prociamation. Further than that,
by this very Bill they were repealing
Section 5 of the principal Aect, the see-
tion under which the proclamation had
been made. Hon. members would see
therefore that there was no necessity
whatever for this proposed new claunse.

The CHAIRMAN said that he wounld
not put the proposed new clause, for he
presumed the hon. member did not intend
to proeeed with it.

New Claunse withdrawmn.

Schedule 1—agreed to.

Schedule 2 (eonsequential) struck out.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

House adjourned at 11 pm.

Legislative EHssembly,
Friday, 27th November, 1908.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
430 p.m., and read prayers.

PRIVILEGE—MINISTER'S STATE-
MENT AT MENZIES,

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison): Mr.
Speaker, I wish to crave the indulgence
of the House on a point of privilege in
regard to some statemenis made by the
Muitister for Mines during the Menzies
election, statements that were unirue
and libellous, in regard to myself. I do
not know whether T can do this at a
later stage on a direct motion, or whether
I should deal with the matter now. I



